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RUSHDEN TOWN COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 
TUESDAY 18TH JULY 2017 AT RUSHDEN HALL, RUSHDEN, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 
 
Present: Councillor: Sarah Peacock - Chairman 
 

Councillors: Gill Mercer  Ron Pinnock   
Janet Pinnock  Richard Lewis 

  Barbara Jenney Adrian House  
Andy Mercer  Philip Humphrey   

   
Town Clerk: Vivienne Prodger 
 

84/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Councillors Barbara Jenney declared an ‘other interes’t on the Approval of Payments item. 
 
Councillor Richard Lewis, Ron Pinnock and Barbara Jenney declared an ‘other interes’t in 
the consideration of the shop front grant for T C Wheatcroft Electrical. 
 
85/18 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Colin Wright, David 
Coleman, David Jenney, Robin Underwood and Steven North. 
 
86/18 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting of 23rd May 2017 had been 
previously circulated to members and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting held on 23rd 
May 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
87/18 APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
Members had been circulated with details of payments made since 17th May 2017 
amounting to £192,419.42. 
 
RESOLVED 
That payments amounting to £192,419.42 be approved (as attached to these minutes). 
 
88/18 GRANTS 
 
Members considered the following Community Grant Applications: 
 

a) Older Persons Forum     
b) Amenities Society 

         
RESOLVED 
 
A Community Grant of £1000.00 was awarded to the Older Persons Forum. 
 
As the Amenities Society are in the process of disbanding no grant was awarded. 
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Members considered the following Shop Front Grant Applications: 
 

a) T C Wheatcroft Electrical 

b) The Sandwich Shop 

c) Rushden Graphics 

d) Debs Fish Bar 

RESOLVED 
 
A shop front grant of £500.00 was awarded to T C Wheatcroft Electrical. 
 
A shop front grant of £500.00 was awarded to The Sandwich Shop.  
 
The application from Rushden Graphics was considered but members felt it did not meet the 
criteria as the property in question  was an industrial unit and not a traditional shop.  
 
The application from Debs Fish Bar was deferred as no paperwork had been submitted. 
 
89/18 TOWN MANAGER REPORT 
 

Location Job Description Quotes Contractor Commence/ 
Finish Dates 

High Street Deep Clean of the High 
Street to include steam 
cleaning/jet washing of 
the pavement areas, 
making good any splash 
back on shop fronts and 
recesses. 
Removal of gum from 
pavements and 
removal of any 
stickers/posters from 
street furniture.  

 
 
 
 
Received 

 
 
 
 
Kier 
Environmental 
Services 

January to 
February 2017  
 
COMPLETE 
 
 

High Street Additional works to 
deep clean the cobbled 
parking bays, cobbled 
cross overs (up to 
Queen Street) and the 
block paved crossover 
(Queen Street to 
Victoria Road) 

Received 
Kier 
Environmental 
Services 

January to 
February 2017 
 
COMPLETE 

High Street To refurbish 52 bollards 
in the high street – 
clean, sand and paint 
with hammerite paint. 
Refurbishment of cast 
iron bins. 
Some issues with the 
bins remain 
outstanding – working 
with the town clerk and 
ENC to resolve the 

Received 
Kier 
Environmental 
Services 

May 17 
 
COMPLETE 
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concerns. 
Weed treatment of the 
area. 

High Street 
and Barrier 
Baskets 

Winter Planting 
 
 
 
 

Received 
Amethyst and 
Turneys 
 

November 2016 – 
May 2017 
 
COMPLETE 

Rushden Promotion of Rushden  
through the publication 
of a new Town Guide 
and Heritage Trail 
leaflet. 

  COMPLETE 

High Street/ 
surrounding 
area 

Summer Planting 
additional 10 barrier 
baskets, 3 cascade 
planters and 6 lamp 
post baskets 

Received 
Amethyst and 
Turneys 

June – Sep 2017 

High Street/ 
surrounding 
area 

Programme of ongoing 
upkeep to maintain 
high standards - 
including annual/bi-
annual deep cleanse of 
the high street, 
refurbishment of street 
furniture plus 
interesting designs for 
interpretation boards. 

Awaited Not yet known ongoing 

Rushden Branding/Marketing 
package to promote 
Rushden 

Awaited 
Pilot Creative 
Marketing 

ongoing 

High Street Investigate ownership 
of vacant premises and 
confirm use of vinyls for 
empty business 
premises. 

Awaited  ongoing 

Rushden 
Waitrose 
(adjacent to 
pedestrian 
bridge over 
the A45) 

Installation of a 
Wayfinding Sign – part 
of overall ENC way 
finding strategy. 
 
 
 

£2200 
possible part 
funding 
opportunity 
(ENC) 

 
August/September 
2017 

Rushden 
Waitrose 

Refresh information 
panel  

Approx. £100   

Centre Information pod/leaflet £250  August 2017 
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Management 
Office 
Rushden 
Lakes 

stand in the entrance to 
the Rushden Lakes 
Centre Management 
Offices 
 
 

Possible 
funding 
through 
Centre 
Management 
Set up budget 

 

High Street, 
Duck Street, 
Greenway 

Refurbishment of 
Interpretation Boards 
to include the 
replacement/fitting of 
new perspex and fresh 
information panels. 

£1000  
Ongoing 
 

Rushden 
Lakes 

Promotion of the local 
towns through a series 
of outdoor exhibition 
boards forming an 
Outdoor Street Gallery. 
 

? possible 
funding 
opportunity 
from Crown 
Estates 

Wecommunic8 
The Studio 
Yardley Hastings 
Northamptonshire 

End of September 
 

High Street  Winter Planting 
Hanging baskets and 
Barrier Baskets 

Dependent on 
requirements 
costs to be 
sought for 
next meeting 

Amethyst and 
Turneys 

November 2017 – 
May 2018 

 
90/18 CCTV/RETAIL CRIME PRESENTATION 
 
The Clerk reported that The Town Manager, Cllr Barbara Jenney and herself had attended a 
meeting with a retail crime company that specialise in gathering intelligence on prolific shop 
lifters and sharing this information with retailers. 
 
 The Northamptonshire Business Crime Partnership (NBCP) was established in 2015 to fight 
retail crime. It is a non profit making organisation and is fully supported by Northamptonshire 
Police. 
 
It has over 200 members ranging from the biggest national retailers to smaller independent 
local traders. Members are located throughout Northamptonshire. The NBCP is firmly 
established in Northampton (NRCI) and Wellingborough (WRCI). They have recently 
launched the Kettering Retail Crime Initiative (KRCI) in Kettering and will be establishing 
additional Retail Crime Initiatives throughout Northants during 2017 to form a truly 
Countywide Business Crime Partnership. 
 
The NRCI's ethos is to Prevent, Disrupt and Deter those intent on committing retail crime. 
The NCBP is an internationally recognised award-winning scheme that enables the retail 
community to show a united front. 
 
The information obtained from the Crime Partnership can be used by our CCTV operators to 
give greater information about known shoplifters within the town.  This is a very useful tool in 
disrupting and deterring criminals and our operators already work with Daventry Town 
Council on this scheme. 
 
Cllr Barbara advised that the Crime Partnership are going to give a presentation to the Town 
Partnership in the near future. 
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91/18   JUBILIEE PARK 
 
Members considered the facilities at Jubilee Park and how they could be fully utilised during 
the school holidays and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
The disabled toilet will be accessible from 8.00am – 5.00pm during the school holiday 
period. 
 
The parking area adjacent to the changing rooms will be accessible from 8.00am – 8.00pm 
during the school holiday period. 
 
These facilities will be monitored for anti social behaviour and accessibility reviewed 
accordingly. 
 
92/18 HALL PARK 
 
Members considered a request from the Swivel Club to hold a concert in the Wallled Garden 
in 2018.  Members of the Swivel Club had met with the Town Clerk and discussed the 
possibility of using the gravel car park as well as the Walled Garden.  Members discussed 
this matter at length and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
This committee agrees in principle that the Swivel Club could hold the event.  However, they 
stated that this needs to be a ‘stand alone’ event and a fee would need to be levied for the 
use of the car park as well as the normal Walled Garden fee.. 
 
93/18 BUS TRANSPORT 
 
Members considered the changes to the Stage Coach bus timetables and the Chairman 
read a letter received from NCC regarding the matter 
. 
Members agreed there was very little that could be done at this time but the situation should 
be monitored and reviewed once Rushden Lakes are fully operational. 
 
94/18 PROJECTS/WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
A Projects/Work in Progress report had been circulated to members and is appended to 
these minutes. 
 
95/18 TOURISM 
 
Following a meeting of the Tourism working party it has become apparent that we need to 
upgrade our town signage both within the town and to and from Rushden Lakes. 
 
 Pilot Creative have been engaged to create a template for all events posters and have been 
asked to look at designs for the interpretation boards and new nature trail board.  Therefore, 
the Tourism working party have requested that a budget of £10,000 be made available for 
additional signage.   
 
Members considered this recommendation and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
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That £10,000 be made available from the Rushden Improvements budget to fund new and 
refurbish existing signage within the town. 
  


