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 RUSHDEN TOWN COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 
TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2016 AT RUSHDEN HALL, RUSHDEN, COMMENCING AT 
7.30PM 
 
Present: Councillor: Sarah Peacock -  Chairman 
 

Councillors: Steven North  David Jenney 
  Andy Mercer  Janet Pinnock 
  Robin Underwood Barbara Jenney 
  Richard Lewis  Tracey Smith [ex-officio] 
  Gill Mercer  Adrian House 
  David Coleman 

    
Town Clerk: Vivienne Prodger 

 
188/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
All Councillors declared an Other interest on item 4 Approval of Payments as they were all 
known to Clive Wood. 
 
All Councillors declared an Other interest on item 6 Health and Safety Audit Report as they 
were all known to Councillor Colin Wright. 
 
Cllr David Coleman declared a Bias interest to the High Street Improvements. 
 
189/17 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Philip Humphrey, Ron 
Pinnock and Colin Wright. 
 
190/17 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting of 6th September 2016 had been 
previously circulated to members and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting held on  
6th September 2016 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
191/17 APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
Members had been circulated with details of payments made since 16th August 2016 
amounting to £111,823.63. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That payments amounting to £111,823.63 be approved (as attached to these minutes). 
 
192/17 GRANTS 
 
Members considered the following Grant Application: 
 

a) Salon No 7, The Precinct, Rushden 
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RESOLVED 
 
A grant of £500 was awarded to Salon 7, for a shop front improvement grant. 
 
 
193/17 HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT REPORT 
 
Councillors had been previously circulated with a Health and Safety Audit reported prepared 
by Councillor C Wright.  This was a comprehensive report covering all aspects of the Town 
Council’s activities and Governance.   
 
The report presented a very positive reflection of the Town Council’s Health and Safety 
policies and procedures and two recommendations were noted: 
 

a) Manual handing course to be undertaken by all staff. 

b) Staff to undergo a DSE assessment as per display screen equipment. 

RESOLVED 
 
The above report be accepted and recommendations carried out in due course. 
 
194/17 EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
 
The Annual External audit report for year ended 31st March 2016, produced by BDO LLP 
had one issue arising and this was that a minute number had been omitted from the Annual 
Return.  Members felt this was a very satisfactory report and the Chairman thanked the 
Town Clerk and the Finance Officer for their hard work and diligence in managing the 
accounts and finances. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the External Audit Report for year ended 31st March 2016 be accepted 
 
195/17 TOWN COUNCIL ASSETS/PROJECTS 

 

Members were presented the following report on Work in Progress and Current 
Projects:- 
 
Location Job 

Description 
Quotes Committee 

Approval if 
applicable 

Contractor Commence/ 
Finish Dates 

Rushden Hall Exterior 
Painting 
 

n/a n/a In house Ongoing 

Rushden Hall Works to 
electrics 

Received n/a J H May First phase 
completed – 2nd 
Phase 
December 2016 

Greenacre 
Meadowsweet 

Fencing 
adjacent to 
Kingsmead 
Park 
 

Received n/a J Clark 
Groundwork
s 

completed 

Cenotaph 
 

Planter 
 

Received n/a PAD 
Builders 

completed 

Harborough New Play Received n/a DT Leisure January 2017 
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Way  Area 
 

High Street Deep 
Cleaning 
 

Received yes TBC TBC 

Rose Avenue Additional 
Play 
Equipment 
 

 yes TBC Looking for new 
funding sources 

Tree works Glenfield 
Close 

Quotes n/a  Oct 2016 

Spencer Park  Refurbishme
nt of 
Changing 
Rooms 

To be 
submitted 
for tender 
Nov 16 

Works 
agreed by 
Asset WP 

TBC March 2017 

Hall Park 
 

Nature Trail  yes TBC TBC 

Hall Park and 
High Street 
 

CCTV Received Yes CrimeSecure January 2017 

 
High Street 
and Barrier 
Baskets 

Winter 
Planting 

 
Received Yes 

Amethyst 
and 

Turneys 
November 2016 

 
196/17 HIGH STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Cllr David Coleman, having declared a Bias interest, left the room during 
consideration of this item and took no further part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 
Members had been previously circulated with a report from the Town Manager, regarding 
High Street Improvements.  Members considers the proposals and estimates and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 

a) All deep cleaning to be carried out from Newton Road end of High Street to Station 

Approach. 

b) This work to be undertaken in mid-January 2017 

 

c) Bollards to be cleaned and repainted (52 off) 

 

d) Keir are the preferred contractor for these works 

 
197/17  PRECEPT CAPPING 
 
Members discussed proposed Precept Capping for Larger Councils at length and the 
following letter was composed as a response to the Local Government Finance consultation  
 
‘We write with reference to the Local Government Finance Settlement Technical 
Consultation, in particular proposals by the government to extend council tax referendum 
principles to local parish and town councils. 
Rushden Town Council has welcomed the government’s decisions over the last few years 
not to introduce referendum principles for local councils. 
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During our existence as a Town Council, since 2000, we have only implemented small 
precept increases of between 1% and 4.5%.  We are a proactive Council that wishes to 
serve our Community well and offer best value for all the services we deliver.    We do feel 
that we manage our finances in a professional and thoughtful manner.  Our Policy and 
Resources Committee consists of a number of very experienced Councillors who have a 
very firm grasp of all our financial matters and we also have several working parties that 
support all our financial and governance decisions. 
 
We have in the last few years taken up the challenge to provide public services that our local 
District Council – East Northants Council, was seeking to dispose of.  We have taken on the 
ownership and maintenance responsibilities for the existing Public Toilets within the 
Town.  We have also taken ownership and maintenance responsibilities for the High Street 
CCTV system.  With prudent budgeting and careful financial management we have 
managed to continue to deliver these services within our town. 
We are therefore extremely concerned indeed about the proposals set out in the 
consultation, proposals which will be a real blow to our local democracy and our democratic 
role to make decisions on spending priorities and work with the local community to identify 
and meet local needs. 
 
Unlike principal councils, local councils do not receive grant funding from central government 
or a share of business rates and are primarily financed through the parish precept. 
Therefore we really do believe these proposals are ill conceived at a time when the 
government should be supporting not undermining Councillors and their important role 
improving communities. 
Introducing these new rules will also seriously damage the ability of smaller communities to 
help themselves and very much threatens the government’s previous commitments to 
localism and devolution. 
It is vital local councils continue to have the freedom and flexibility to raise the resources 
they need to invest in local services, especially at a time when they are taking on services 
and assets from principal councils, often much valued services which would otherwise cease 
completely and which communities want to see continue. 
 
So given their important and growing role, local councils should be supported and not 
hindered by central government. 
We as a Town Council have taken up the challenge of delivering the localism agenda and 
feel the threat of capping or referendums would seriously harm the good work, projects and 
services we have achieved in the last fifteen years.     
Ultimately we want more people to get involved in local decision making and to be engaged 
within the communities they live – to be actively involved in local elections. Effectively 
‘capping’ parish precepts and forcing councils to hold costly referenda sends out a negative 
message about the first tier of local government which is meant to underpin the localism 
agenda.  
In addition we are concerned about the unintended impact putting into question whether 
local councils would be able to take on a greater role including taking over services from 
principal authorities or taking advantage of community rights legislation such as 
neighbourhood planning. 
 
There is also the significant public cost that could arise from referendums, which in certain 
circumstances could be triggered by changes outside of our control such as increases in 
business rates or national insurance.  The cost of a referendum for a town the size of 
Rushden would be in the region of £18,000 and this would represent 2.5% of our existing 
precept.  So effectively a referendum would cost more than our small precept increases over 
recent years.  Surely this is not an effective use of public money - £18,000 is a significant 
amount of money and could be well use on our public services instead of a totally negative 
referendum  
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In summary we feel these proposals will damage our communities and local services as well 
as undermine local democracy and the role of local councillors.’ 
 
198/17 LAKES WORKING PARTY 
 
The Chairman informed members that following a meeting at East Northants Council, they 
had requested that two of their officers be co-opted onto the Lakes Working Party.  Members 
considered this request and it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That two officers from East Northamptonshire Council be co-opted onto the Rushden Lakes 
Working Party. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


