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RUSHDEN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RUSHDEN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 
23RD JANUARY 2018 AT RUSHDEN HALL, RUSHDEN, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 

Present: Councillor:  Barbara Jenney, Town Mayor  

  Councillors: Richard Lewis  Ron Pinnock  
    David Jenney  Marian Hollomon   
    Janet Pinnock  Robin Underwood   
    David Coleman  Sarah Peacock      
    Kaye Rawlins  Adrian House   

 
 Town Clerk:    Vivienne Prodger 

 
          In attendance: Dorothy Maxwell 
 
280/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 

281/18 APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Councillors Gill Mercer, Andy Mercer, Tracey Smith, 
Paul Harley, Carol Childs, Steven North, Phil Humphrey, Cesare Marinaro, 
Melanie Coleman and Colin Wright. 

 
282/18 MINUTES 

 RESOLVED 

That the minutes of the Rushden Town Council meeting held on 28th November 
2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

283/18  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORT  

‘As you would imagine, the majority of engagements in the run up to Christmas were 
carol services and Christmas concerts.  We did also attend two awards presentations 
and the Whitefriars School Nativity, which I attended on two consecutive days with 
different year groups - both performances were exceptional. Engagements also 
included the presentation of a Club Mark to Rushden Town Bowling Club making the 
Club only the 2nd bowling club in Northamptonshire and the 22nd in the country to 
receive such a distinction.  Following this we joined members of The Royal British 
Legion on a freezing cold night for a service at the War Memorial to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the withdrawal from Aden.   

The real stand-out moment for me over the period has to be at my own Carol Service. 
The It’s My Life Group again performed out of their socks and were rocking in the 
aisles.  Their enthusiasm was very infectious. I am very grateful to all those who came 
along, particularly those who took part with readings and me from U3A and the Six-
Week choir who came together for the night.  Thank you also to those who helped 
with the refreshments afterwards – you all did brilliantly. The mix of joyfulness 
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generated by the It’s My Life Group along with the mulled wine and mince pies made 
for really enjoyable evening. 

Engagements since Christmas have been the Swivel Club event with the proceeds 
going jointly to my own and to the Mayor of Higham Ferrers’ charity funds.  I am 
grateful to all those who came along to support that event.   

In closing, can I draw your attention to two upcoming events which I am organising 
and would again be very glad of your support.  The first is, or course, the Concert with 
the Band of the Royal Marines on 3 February.   The other event is my Civic Dinner on 
Friday 16 March which will be at The Sharnbrook Hotel (Vesuvios) so I can promise 
you a superb evening.  Notices are coming out very shortly. 

As mentioned I am now looking to organise a further event.  This will take place 
towards the end of April/early May.  Details are not yet settled so I let you know these 
if I am successful in setting it up.’ 

284/18 POLICING ISSUES 

Councillor Marian Hollomon gave the following report on the recent JAG meeting: 

 Update on Agreed Priorities   

 Drug use and dealing, Rose Avenue, Highfield Road, Rushden. 

An intelligence operation was undertaken during September and October. Drugs, cash 
and a vehicle were seized and arrests made.  No further reports have been received 
to date since the arrests.  

 Anti-Social Behaviour at Saffron Road Recreation Ground, particularly the 

MUGA area, Higham Ferrers.  

2 incidents have been recorded: 
17 December, visit and a follow up made. 
19 December, ASB away from the park, car was damaged, investigations are being 
made.  

 Drinking at the War memorial    

Mike Greenway explained that a Community Safety Partnership (CSP) project had 
been set up for the war memorial area to look at not just the drinking issue, but the 
homeless and the general ASB and mis-use of the area. The project is regarded as 
longer term and an Action Plan is being drawn up. The last reported incident to the 
Police regarding this area was the 3rd November, there were 2 reports made in 
October. People are reporting issues to Rushden Town Council but not the Police. 
There needs to be a drive to encourage people to understand the importance of 
reporting issues to the Police, via 101 or online which links directly to the control room.  
PS Wildman advised that any reported ASB in the area will see deployment of the 
police at the time of the report, it will not be logged and investigated days later. Mike 
Greenway advised retail crime in the area had been incorporated into the project. Cllr 
Hollomon spoke with refence to ‘Crisis’. A cafe will soon be opening on weekends. It is 
known that the general public are providing food to the homeless and support services 
are at capacity. The project will incorporate consideration of the support services and 
draw together a picture of what is happening when and who is doing what.     
 
Terms of Reference 

Mike Greenway suggested the word ‘safer’ be used in the Aim rather than safe and 
this was accepted. He also suggested additional wording in the 2nd bullet point of the 
Objectives to provide more of an alignment with the CSP. The suggested wording will 
be passed to the Town Clerks for incorporation into the Terms of Reference. It was 
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also considered appropriate for the Town Manager to be included in the membership. 
The Terms will be presented back to the next meeting of JAG for approval. 
 
Priorities 
PS Wildman informed the meeting that guidance is being given to the Police, although 
the subject is still under discussion, with regard to Local Identified Priorities (LIP’s). 
Each Neighbourhood Team will have 1 LIP from the community and 1 or 2 from the 
Police. How the LIP’s are identified by the Police is based on need and crime levels.  
The community LIP is to be based on what issues are bought forward by the 
Councils/JAG.  
 
The Neighbourhood Teams have 4 priorities that underpin their policing work:  

 Visability and accessability 

 Community Engagement 

 Problem Solving 

 Partnership Working     

 
The new crime recording system was to be demonstrated at the meeting but PS Wildman 
apologised for the system crash that had occurred that morning. The demonstration will 
carry to the next meeting. The system maps the crimes and ASB in the last 2 weeks and 
this will help enormously with planning patrols.   

 
Chris Healey explained CrimeSecure covered Irthlingborough, Rushden and Higham and 
he is seeking a better working relationship with the Police. PC Wildman will arrange for 
someone to contact Chris to take this forward.  
  
Car theft was put forward as a priority for Higham Ferrers. PS Wildman reported 2 arrests 
in Finedon and since these arrests reports have dropped and it is hoped this crime spate 
will now pass. On this basis it was suggested car theft not be allocated as a priority for 
the period.  
 
PC Wildman spoke of the drug issues across Higham Ferrers and Rushden and from a 
Police perspective was keen to see this as a priority. She reported that a number of 
addresses in Higham Ferrers and Rushden were being looked at with regard to drug 
issues. This was agreed as a priority.  
 
The War Memorial CSP project was agreed as a continuing priority.     
 
Priorities set:  
War Memorial project 
Drug issues across Higham Ferrers and Rushden 

 
There was question and discussion regarding Rushden Lakes. There was a notable 
Police presence at Christmas, this due to the footfall, feedback on this is awaited. As a 
general rule shoplifting is not reported by the retailers to the Police unless the items taken 
are over £500 or someone has been caught. It was noted that those who are caught 
shoplifting are often not local.  
 
PS Wildman sought event key dates for the year from the Town Councils to facilitate 
planning. Mike Greenway is to ask Louise to contact the Clerks and the Town Manager to 
co-ordinate a district wide list, which will also go to CrimeSecure.  
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Julie Thorneycroft referred to the Retail Crime Initiative. There was discussion regarding 
Pub Watch and Pub Watch online further to the issue of the difficulty of getting photos.    

 
The next meeting will be Tuesday 10th April at 10.30am, Town Hall, Higham Ferrers 

 

285/18 LEADER’S ADDRESS 

‘We have now almost completed January 2018 and everyone is busier than ever!  The 
group formed by East Northants Council to try and tackle anti social behavior, 
homelessness and rough sleeping has now met.  This group comprises East Northants 
Council, Rushden Town Council, members of the East Northants Faith Group, the 
manager of The Sanctuary, Police officers and various housing organisations.  It was 
agreed that further organisations and community groups would be asked to attend as 
members see fit.  It is important that all sections of the community get involved in this 
important and complex matter.  The terms of reference for the group had been agreed 
and various actions are to be implemented. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is now with the Inspector and Councillor Lewis will give further 
details later in this meeting. 

As always we now have a full calendar of events and with Celebrate Rushden and 
various events we will be attending in our ‘tourism’ capacity we are in for a very busy year 
again.   

Rushden East is progressing forward and it is anticipated a Masterplan will be presented 
later in the Spring.  Landownership issues and the treatment of the A6 have taken more 
time than anticipated and this has slowed the process somewhat. 

We are continuing with various projects within the Council and the Projects/Work in 
Progress list is still very full.  We are updating a number of play areas and have some 
major refurbishments on several sites where Section 106 monies have been allocated. 

2018 is going to be a exciting year and we have an additional event with the Bernard 
Vann memorial in September. 

286/18  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Councillor Lewis explained that the Public Consultation for Rushden Town Council 
Neighbourhood Plan, undertaken by East Northants Council  has now completed.  
The representations and comments received had been evaluated and considered by 
both East Northamptonshire Planning Policy and DLP and the plan is to shortly be 
submitted to the Inspector.  We engaged DLP for all the original work undertaken in 
connection with the Neighbourhood and as they may be some additional work we 
need to either re-engage DLP or consider another consultant for any further advice. 

At the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 16th January a recommendation 
was made to continue to use DLP Planning for the final work to be carried out on the 
Neighbourhood Plan 

Members considered this matter and it was felt that as DLP had worked with us 
throughout and had all the knowledge of the plan it would be beneficial to re-engage 
them.  It was therefore 

RESOLVED: 
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To engage DLP Planning to undertake any work relating to the public submissions 
and questions the Inspector may have regarding Rushden Neighbourhood Plan. 

287/18 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2018/2019 

Members had previously been circulated with a draft budget report showing an overall 
increase of 9.8% which equates to an increase of 16p per week for Band D Council 
Tax for Rushden.  This proposed budget and precept had been considered at the 
Policy and Resources Committee and on their recommendation it was therefore  

RESOLVED 

a) That this Budget for 2018/2019 as presented to Rushden Town Council would be 
approved.   

b) The amount of £889,162 to be precepted from East Northamptonshire Council for 
the year 2018/2019 

288/18 CHAIRMAN’S REPORTS OF COMMITTEES MEETINGS 

Planning Consultative Committee 9th January 2018 

The Chairman gave a verbal report on the agenda items from the meeting held on 9th 
January 2018. 

Policy & Resources Committee 16th January 2018 

The Chairman gave a verbal report on the agenda items from the meeting held on 
16th January 2018.  

289/18 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Policy & Resources Committee 14th November 2017 

RESOLVED 

That the report of the meeting of the Policy & Resources held on 14th November 2017 
be received and adopted. 

Planning Consultative Committee 21st November 2017  

RESOLVED 

That the report of the meeting of the Planning Consultative Committee held on 21st 
November 2017 be received and adopted. 

Planning Consultative Committee 5th December 2017 

RESOLVED 

That the report of the meeting of the Planning Consultative Committee held on 5th 
December 2017 be received and adopted. 
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Planning Consultative Committee 19th December 2017 

RESOLVED 

That the report of the meeting of the Planning Consultative Committee held on 19th 
December 2017 be received and adopted. 

290/18 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential and sensitive nature of the 
following item of business, the Press and the Public be excluded from the meeting. 

291/18 REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

Policy & Resources Committee [confidential section] 14th November 2017 

RESOLVED 

That the confidential section of the report of the meeting of the Policy & Resources 
Committee [confidential section] held on 14th November 2017, be received and 
adopted. 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


