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OH WHAT A NIGHT!!

vy Day

It had rained heavily during the day and the evening was no
exception. In fact as the start time approached one could be forgiven
for saying it was still ‘bucketing’ down. But were the people of
Rushden deterred? No they were not, least of all the Mayor. This
was her first Civic occasion and one where she had the opportunity
to raise funds for her chosen charities - The Serenity Unit in
Northampton hospital, Rushden Air Cadets and 4th Rushden Scout
group. Standing in the Walled Garden deliberating whether to cancel
or not, the suggestion came to move into Rushden Hall and make
everyone as comfortable as best we could. The Hall was decked with
bunting and flags, and picnics were set up and eaten during the
evening. Rushden Town Band filled the main Fletcher room and rose
to the occasion in their usual professional way though it seemed very
strange to them that they were not playing to an audience. The
audience was seated in 3 separate rooms but it did not deter the flag
waving and singing of everyone’s favourites - Land of Hope and
Glory and Jerusalem.
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It turned out to be a memorable evening and one that will be
remembered for a very long time.
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New Web Site in Progress
Following a decision by Rushden
Town Councillors, a new website for the
Town Council began to be developed.
A site developer was tasked with
building the beginnings of the new website
and in May 2016 a part time staff member
was appointed to populate the site with
information relating to the Town and its
surroundings.
The site is still in the throes of being
updated, however the task is an evolving
one for the future. If you find there are
errors contained in the information then we
would d like to know so that we can rectify
the situation. Alternatively, if there is
anything you would like adding to the
website which is relevant to the Town and
the Council, then please contact Vivienne
Prodger, the Clerk to the Council on
clerk@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
or
telephone 01933 316216.

Green Flag for 3rd Year
Rushden Town Council continues to
maintain its excellent standard in Hall Park
in acquiring the Green Flag for the 3rd
Year running. The Green Flag Award
scheme recognises the best green spaces in
the country. The assessment criteria to
receive an award is that the area should be
a welcoming place, that it should be
healthy, safe and secure, clean and wellmaintained. Judges examine environmental
issues such as peat and pesticide use,
sustainable material use and waste
minimisation and also identify the nature
of conservation and historic feature value
of the site. Community involvement is also
a key criterion as it looks to how well the
site relates and encompasses the local and
wider community. Finally the management
of the site is looked at, to include what has
been achieved but also what funding and
resources have been secured and if projects
have been creative and innovative.

Town Manager’s Report Update on Council Projects
Mrs Julie Thorneycroft
It has certainly been a busy start in my
new role as Town Manager for Rushden and
Higham Ferrers. I am pleased to discover
the job is proving to be interesting,
challenging and definitely exciting. I am
now familiar with the town organisation and
the mysteries and delights of Rushden are
beginning to unravel before my eyes. I have
met with numerous business owners,
volunteers and town councillors, all of whom
are dedicated people that share a real passion
for Rushden and are working hard towards
a positive future for the town.
My first few months have been spent
developing a town management action plan,
an ongoing document setting out the aims
and ambitions of the Town Council. My key
priorities are to ensure we have a clean,
welcoming and attractive town that is well
connected with new developments in the
area and that Rushden’s unique history is
protected and promoted. I have been out and
about meeting and speaking about my role
to many of the local community groups
including the Rotary Club of Rushden and
the Armed Forces Group. I am engaging
with partners and stakeholders including the
Rushden Town Council Tourism Group,
Rushden Town Partnership, East Northants
Council and Rushden Lakes to raise the
profile of Rushden.
I am working to produce a new Rushden
heritage trail and to refresh the Rushden
Town Guide with the latest information. I
will be representing the town on the Nene
Valley Tourism Promotions Board and am
delighted that Rushden was included in the
extensive programme of events (namely the
County Youth Brass Band) which took place
at a variety of venues from Northampton to
Peterborough as part of the Nene Valley
Festival during September.
If you would like to contact me regarding
any concerns that you may have, please
email me at julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
or by telephone 01933 316216.

Skate Park Opening

It was a lovely sunny day back in July
when the Mayor officially opened the new
skate park at Jubilee Park. Professional
riders were there to show off their skills to
the local users and the youngsters were eager
to have a go too. All in all, a very good
experience for those involved including the
Mayor whose act of bravery had riders
jumping over her during their performance.

Cllr. Sarah Peacock
The Town Council is moving
forward with several projects at the
moment. We have commissioned the
installation of new CCTV cameras for the
High Street and these, together with the
Hall Park cameras will be actively
monitored from a new monitoring station
in Daventry.
Our Asset Management working
party has been active and we are in the
process of putting an improvements
programme in place for Spencer Park.
The works for the improvements to the
changing rooms will go out to tender in
October and we hope to start works in the
Spring, once the football season has
ended. The tennis courts in Spencer Park
have been freshly marked out and new
nets installed. We have decided to open
the tennis courts during the Autumn
months when the park keeper is in
attendance for football matches, and the
courts will be open during the Autumn
half term holiday. The BMX track at
Spencer park is to receive a ‘face lift’ and
we are looking at improvements to the
multi use games area.
The Town Council is continuing to
make improvements to other play areas
throughout the town and a new play area
is to be installed adjacent to the new
homes that have been recently built in
Harborough Way.
The new skate park installed at
Jubilee Park has proved to be a huge
success and we decided to open the toilets
within the changing rooms throughout
the Summer holidays to provide
additional facilities. We are disappointed
about the amount of litter dropped at the
skate park and despite the installation of
additional bins, users are still not making
the effort to keep this wonderful facility
tidy! Please, please put your rubbish in
a bin!!
We have had a great Summer of free
events organised by the Town Council
and our Party in the Park was the best yet.
Our Councillors, Staff and volunteers
have worked very hard to produce a
varied and exciting programme of events.
We look forward to our Christmas Event
and we are already planning next year’s
programme.

FROM THE MAYOR
Cllr Tracey Smith
Hope you have all had an enjoyable
Summer!
Since my last report, I have been very
busy with various events throughout the
town. First there was all the events to attend
during Party Week and of course Party in
the Park, which I have to say was the best
ever. Then the official opening of the new
skate park in Jubilee Park. It is so gratifying
to see all the youngsters enjoying themselves
on the ramps when passing by. For the first
time, the town supported Merchant Navy
Day (3 September) and the red ensign was
raised at the war memorial.
I have also hosted my own events this
month. The Mayor’s Annual Proms in the
Park went ahead despite the rain. I changed
“Skipper” with his owners
the name to ‘The Mayor’s Impromptu House
Party’ bringing the event inside Rushden Hall. I would just like to thank all who braved
the wet weather, it turned out to be a great party atmosphere enjoyed by everyone. The
day after the Proms was The Mayor’s Dog Show and I fell in love with a dog named
‘Skipper’. A sweet natured ‘staffie’, he was awarded the prize for the dog the Mayor most
wanted to take home. His owners of course thought otherwise.
I have also enjoyed travelling to many different Towns and City’s representing
Rushden such as Bedford, Newport Pagnell, Peterborough, Northampton and Daventry.
They all now know about our lovely town.
I attended both the Prince’s Trust and Fire Cadets’ end of year presentation awards.
To see the young adults showing skills and commitment to their community is a joy to be
a part of.
Finally, my Civic Service will be held on Sunday 2 October at St Mary’s Parish
Church at 11.00 am and the invitation is open to everyone to attend.

Tracey

Spotlight on Rushden
(the places, the people and the
events that have shaped where we
live)
St Mary’s Church

In a county noted for its
churches, St Mary’s
Church, Rushden, stands
proud on its elevated
position at the south end
of the town.
Although mention is made in the
Doomsday Book to a virgate of land
being ‘in Rushden that was formally
held with power of sale by Samar the
Priest’, if a church existed at this time,
it was probably a small insignificant
wooden building. However, the
foundations of the original Norman
church are still beneath the present one.
This seems to have been a simple rectangular building 13 ft x 16½ ft. No
records exist of the church or names of
the priests before 1230.
The church was extensively extended
between 1250 and 1270. A tower and
the chancel were built and both North
and South aisles in the Early English
style were added. The previous North
and South walls were replaced by
arcades, also probably in the same style.
The North Transept was built about
1300. Later in the 14th century, the
South Transept was built. At the same
time the tower was enlarged and
strengthened and the 172 ft high spire
was built (around the time that John
Bark in the Park
The Mayor’s Charity Fun Dog Show took place Gaunt held Higham castle). The
recently in the Walled Garden of Hall Park and crochets on the side enabled steeplealtogether there were over 150 dogs taking part. The jacks to climb up and carry out repairs.
show was sponsored overall by Destination Pets and The present St Mary’s Church has many
local businesses sponsored the individual classes. interesting and ancient features. The
Altogether £1400 was raised which will be divided Strainer Arch is a particular feature of
between the Mayor’s Charities and the charities that the building and is similar to structures
attended on the day. The Best in Show was a gentle found at Finedon and Canterbury and
Wells cathedrals - the only examples of
and graceful lurcher named ‘Bert’.
The competition to name the cuddly dog which this form of architecture known in
was ‘Buddy’ was won by Rachel Wilcox. Rachel won England.
the dog and a £20 voucher donated by Dodson & Another particular feature is the pulpit.
This is constructed of oak and dates
Horrell.
from the time of Wycliffe. (John
Wycliffe translated the Bible into
English in 1380) Only 35 of these 14th
Merchant Navy Day
century pulpits are left in England.
Since the year 2000, Merchant Navy Day on The church contains many other
3 September has honoured the brave men and women interesting features which are worthy of
who kept our island nation afloat during both World investigation. Details of these and a
Wars, and celebrated our dependence on modern day fuller history of St Mary’s Church can
merchant seafarers who are responsible for 95% of the be found on the Rushden Research
UK’s imports, including half the food we eat. This year website or on St Mary’s Church own
Seafarers UK campaigned for the Red Ensign (the UK website.
Merchant Navy’s official flag) to be flown on public rushdenheritage.co.uk/churches/
buildings and landmark flagstaffs across the UK and stmary’s & www.stmaryschurch.org
Rushden was one of many places within
Northamptonshire who took part.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Rushden West Community Association
The Annual General Meeting of the
Rushden West Community Association
has taken place at the Pemberton Centre
and the new committee is now working
on a programme of events for future
community involvement. The first of
these will be a Family Halloween Party
at the Windmill Club on Thursday 27
October from 6 to 8 pm. Children (and
Adults) are being encouraged to dress up
and a disco and party games will be
running throughout the evening.
The Association will continue to
monitor the Pemberton area with regards
to any problems and residents are
encouraged to contact a member of the
committee or their local councillor to
report any issues that need addressing.
The walkabouts will still take place by
Councillors and representatives of the
Police, Highways and Housing
Associations so please feel free to stop
and chat during these sessions.
You can keep abreast of all that is happening in the area on the RWCA facebook
page or if you feel like volunteering to help raise the profile of the Association, please
do get in touch with the Chairman, Beverley Stevens on 07501 610564.

We have a winner!
Congratulations to Katie Bonas, who
was the lucky winner of £300 in the
Rushden Town Partnership Cash Prize
competition. The Draw, launched on 2
July, was organised by Rushden Town
Partnership as part of their annual
Independents’ Day celebrations to
promote the wealth of small independent
businesses within our town.
The Rushden Town Partnership ‘GO
TO’ website carries lots more information
on where to find local businesses and
clubs, groups and organisations (search
by category or name), as well as news and
details of events happening locally. The
website
can
be
found
at
www.rushdentown.org.uk or visit their
facebook page.
The winning entry was drawn by the
Mayor at the Proms in the Park event held
on Saturday 3 September 2016.

Diary Dates

Christmas Lights’ Switch-On
Saturday 26 November

Oct 2 - Mayor’s Civic Service
St Mary’s Parish Church - 11 am
Nov 5 - Annual Scouts’ Firework
Display - Hall Park from 6.30 pm onwards
Nov 9 - Garden of Remembrance
War Memorial 10.45 am
Nov 13 - Remembrance Day Parade and
Service. Parade starts 10.30 am from
Robinson Road to War Memorial.. Service
10.50 am and afterwards in St Mary’s
Parish Church.
Nov 19 - Mayor’s Memorial Art
Exhibition by Mr Keith Hill. Rushden Hall
11.30 am.
Nov 26 - Christmas Lights’ Switch On
Rushden High Street from 10 am.
Dec 9 - Mayor’s Town Carol Service
Heritage Chapel and Halls. 7 - 8.30 pm

Further Information available on www.rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
Deadline for next edition is 20 OCTOBER 2016

