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BRANCH CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
I was honoured to have represented the Branch at the Great Pilgrimage 90 parade in
Belgium in August. We followed in the footsteps of the veterans who served on the battle fields of
France and Belgium during WW1 and family members of those that did not return that made the
pilgrimage 90 years ago (10 years after the end of WW1) to pay their respects to the fallen and
for many veterans to come to terms with the terrors and madness that they had been through.
It was my first time visiting the battle field of WW1. I found the whole experience very
moving and was in a state of reverence when roaming the cemeteries. The number of graves and
walls full of names of those that were never found brought home to me the real horrors that those
brave souls went through to secure a better future for us all.
If those souls could see that so called ‘better future’, would they say the sacrifices were in
vain? People today seem to be obsessed with trivial matters and give minor issues over stated
importance. Aggression and confrontation have seemed to become the norm. People have very
little tolerance for their fellows. People feel the right to act in an anti-social way; society seems to
be obsessed with self-importance; we live in a media-led world that can give the minority view the
loudest voice; people are made to feel guilty for living a traditional life style; confusion over what
is good for you and what is bad; and greed and wastefulness and lack of respect for the
environment. These are just a few of the negatives of today’s life.
The words of the Kohima Epitaph have never had more relevance today than any other
time. “When you go home, tell them of us and say: For their tomorrow, we gave our today”.
With such doom and gloom pressed upon us daily, it is sometimes hard to see through it
all to the positives in our world around us. People ask “Are you a glass half full or half empty?”
type, the answer should be neither. The empty half is the enjoyment that you have experienced
and the full half the enjoyment still to come. Don't dwell on the negatives, learn from them, file
them away and look for the good. Bad things can happen in life and for most of us we can be
thankful they are trivial in comparison to other peoples’ problems. When it seems all around you
is falling apart, stop and say to yourself there is someone out there far worse off than me. I’m not
saying this is the answer to all the problems but, that the time taken to stop and think, most likely
helps to put your problem in to perspective and to help manage the issue.
In the last 18 months at least 32 serving and veterans have committed suicide. Five in one
week during August. The majority were PTSD sufferers. Many had good support from family,
friends and professionals, but with PTSD, this is no guarantee of rehabilitation. The average time
after a traumatic incident for PTSD to kick in is 13 years. It can be triggered at anytime, can effect
behaviour in many different ways. Next time you blow a fuse because the WiFi is not working,
that driver cut you up or the avocados were missing from your superstore delivery, stop! think of
the 32 and put your dilemma in to perspective. Consider
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GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90
The Great Pilgrimage 90 parade in
Belgium in August was to follow in the
footsteps of the veterans who served on the
battlefields of France and Belgium during
WW1; and family members of those that did
not return that made the pilgrimage 90
years ago (10 years after the end of WW1)
to pay their respects to the fallen and for
many veterans to come to terms with the
terrors and madness that they had been
through.
Sixty plus coaches full of Legion
members made their way across the
English Channel to France and Belgium.
Our coach (Bus 909) picked up Phil and I
along with other Legion members from the
Northampton area at 0900. We were the
last main stop for the coach as it started off
at silly o'clock picking Legionaries up from as far away as Bolton. The atmosphere on the bus
was buzzing from the start; everyone gelled and the banter never stopped.
Some members had decided to exploit their right of the EU open border policy before
Brexit by leaving their passports at home! At Dover as immigration boarded the coach we were
told to open our passports at the photograph page to help speed proceedings. At this point some
expletives were heard from behind us. Our fellow traveller behind us had only picked up his wife’s
passport when he left that morning. Helpful suggestions were soon shouted out to him, such as
“Tell immigration that you have not had a chance to change your passport since your sex
change.” Everyone got through using other photo id but were warned that getting back into
England maybe a different matter.
Finally, late afternoon we arrived at our hotel in France close to the Belgium border. Later
after talking to other coaches as our paths crossed during the week we learnt our hotel was of a
good standard compared to some of the others. There was even a swimming pool. Our hotel was
accommodating two coach loads of thirsty Legion members. A large Beer at the bar was €7.50,
but despite such a high price, did not stop us drinking the bar dry by the end of the night! The
following day the statisticians correlated that the amount of consumed beer x time x location of a
swimming pool = why there was a midnight swim. The pool closed a 2100 but once the hotel duty
manager saw how elderly veterans (down to their boxer shorts) were scaling the glass walled
partition to access & exit the pool he re-opened it in the name of safety.
The fixed menu for the 2018 GP90 pilgrims was not the most desirable although it did get
better after some complaints were made. Any dietary requirements were……..continued overleaf

not taken in to account and on the third night the chef made an appearance
behind the bar before dinner. We asked him what was for dinner and he replied
Beef Bourguignon. I asked what if you are a vegetarian or vegan. He just
looked nonchalant, shrugged his shoulders and headed back to the kitchen.
Well, we were in France.
Although the atmosphere was very light hearted at the hotel and on the
coach the mood soon turned respectful and solemn once visiting the
cemeteries and battlefields of WW1. Two days were packed with visits to sites
with very familiar names, Passchendaele, Somme, Tyne Cot, Flanders Fields,
Hill 60, Thiepval Wood, Arras, Vimy Ridge. The whole experience was very
poignant. Everyone once in their life should visit the Ypres Salient to help put
into perspective the magnitude of devastation.
On the day of the Great 2018 Pilgrimage we arrived in Ypres and made
our way to the muster point to await the time to line up for the parade. The
days leading up had been very hot with temperatures in the low to mid 30s;
thankfully on the day the temperature was a more comfortable mid 20s. As with
the whole tour, the muster point gave the opportunity to mix with members from
many other branches from around the country. It was an honour to talk with so
many like-minded people who are members of the Legion with the intention of
helping those who are serving, have served and their families that are in need.
1,200 Standard Bearers fell in 3 deep filling Elverdingsestraat from end to end and an
equal number of wreath layers 3 deep along side them. I was about sixty places from the front
of the parade. Looking back down the street was an impressive sight to see three columns of
British Legion standards disappearing into the distance. The standards marched off taking 6
minutes before the last standards passed the front row of the wreath layers. The feeling of
honour was overwhelming as the Menin Gate came into view when entering Menenstraat.
Following the footsteps of many thousands over 100 years before that had marched the road
through the gate, never to return. Marching into the Menin Gate and proceeding to lay a wreath
was a once in a lifetime experience. I would like to thank the Branch for giving Phil and I the
opportunity to represent them at the biggest Legion event to take place in modern times.
Oh yes; on our return, those without passports were sent to sit on the naughty chairs at
the British immigration! They were given a telling off, then were let back on to the coach to
proceed home.
Below are some more pictures. To look at all the photos of Paul and Phil’s fantastic and
moving experience at Ypres click here https://photos.app.goo.gl/3CBMVftDz6xJdjsR8

SOME JOKES TO MAKE YOU LAUGH
The Sergeant-Major growled at the young
soldier: "I didn’t see you at camouflage training
this morning, Private." "Thank you very much, sir."
What did the sailor say to the other when they had a
problem? “We are in the same boat.”
Two crows were flying along slowly minding their own
business enjoying the scenery, when all of a sudden out of the blue an F/A-18E/F Super Hornet
goes screaming past, barely missing the now somersaulting, and wildly flapping crows. "Oh my
God!" exclaims one crow in surprise. "He was sure moving!" The other crow replies: "I reckon
you would be too if you had two backsides and both of them were alight!"

PRESENTATION AT TOWCESTER TOWN HALL
An invitation to attend a free presentation on the life of William H
Coltman VC DCM & Bar, MM & Bar has been extended to
everybody by his great-grandson Tim Coltman.
William H Coltman (1891-1974) was the most decorated noncommissioned officer of World War 1, yet as a stretcher bearer he
was awarded all his medals without firing a shot!
So, you will need to be at Towcester Town Hall on Friday 12th
October at 7pm. This is a free event and there will be free
refreshments served after the presentation.
All welcome to hear Tim give his informative presentation called
“The Story of Two Crosses”.

RUSHDEN BLIND QUIZ NIGHT
A fundraising quiz night is to be held on
Tuesday 30th October commencing at 7.30pm
prompt at the Cons Club, High Street South,
Rushden. There will be teams of 4 with an entry
fee of £12 per team which includes a fish and
chip supper. There is an option of sausage or
chicken if you prefer. All monies raised go to
supporting the visually impaired of Rushden.
Here is a photograph of all Visually Impaired
People going to Willington Garden Centre for
lunch. If you wish to join the RBL Rushden
Team please contact Jake Baker on 07525 441267 or e-mail him at elmorebaker3@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS IS FAST APPROACHING
This year’s Christmas Friendship Group Dinner is again at the Masonic Hall, Wellingborough
Road, Rushden and is to be held on 11th December 2018. There is always a need for Raffle
Prizes, so please think of something useful and encourage your friends to donate a useful gift
too. Contact Emma - details are in the “Dates for Your Diary” section of this newsletter.

AN AWARD WINNING POEM
As exactly written by 12 year old Ruby
Pope-Watson, Great Niece of Rushden
Branch Member Georgie Dixon.
HONOURING THOSE WHO DIED
Petals of blood
Scent of death
Poppies Sway in Flanders field
Watching over
The dead……
Honouring them.
Waking up
To Silence
Drowning in tears
While reading the dreadful speach
Overwhelmed
Anxious
Remembering the dead
Remembering the souls
Who fought but where murdered
They won our freedom….
Remember
Remember
Remember those who died for us.
REMEMBER THEM!
8 Oct 18: 7.30pm
Branch Meeting
Speaker is Linda
Norris - The Red Cross
18 Oct 18: 1pm
Rushden Branch says
“Thank you” Afternoon Tea at Athletic
Club, Newton Road,
Rushden. Tickets £2.
Emma 0750 324 7041
20/21 Oct 18: 40’s
Weekend -The Station
3 Nov 18: 7.30pm
1918 to 2018 RBL
Celebration Evening
with music from New
Vintage Plus and The
NN10 Community
Choir at the Rushden
Town Bowls Club.
Limited Tickets £5. Phil
07974 828 540

11 Dec18:
12.30pm to 1pm. RBL
7 Nov 18: 10am Garden 17 Nov 18: 7pm for Friendship
Christmas
7.30pm. Rushden
of Remembrance
RBL Remembrance Dinner Service
9 Nov 18: 1025am-12pm Band Concert by the Masonic
Rushden Town Band Hall
Remembrance Service
at Park Road Baptist
at Rushden Academy
EXHORTATION
(Hayway) - All Veterans Church. Tickets for
£5 at the door.
are welcome - Call
They shall grow not
24 Nov 18: 4.30pm
Emma 0750 324 7041
old, as we that are
Christmas Lights
11 Nov 18:1030am
left grow old: Age
Armistice Day Centenary Turn on
7 Dec 18: Time TBC shall not weary them,
Remembrance Sunday
“It’s My Life” at the
Parade & Service nor the years
Rushden War Memorial RBL Friendship
condemn. At the
Group Christmas
12 Nov 18: 7.30pm
going down of the
Panto
Branch Meeting
sun and in the
Speaker is Frank Earley 10 Dec 18: 7.30pm
morning, we will
7.30pm Branch
- Health & Wellbeing
remember
the....we
Meeting followed by
will remember
Entertainment with
Steve.
them.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

BERNARD VANN VC MEMORIAL DAY
Saturday 29th September 2018 was a day many people will remember with memories of a
fantastic day to honour Rushden’s Great War hero, Lieutenant Colonel The Reverend Bernard
Vann VC, MC & Bar and Croix de Guerre avec Palme in the presence of his two Grandsons,
eleven other descendants, dignitaries, members of the Mercian Regiment and the people of
Rushden. We were blessed with a glorious, breezy sunny day as hundreds of people gathered
round the War Memorial to watch the parade, led by the world renowned Brentwood Imperial
Youth Band. The Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, Mr David Laing, took the salute, which
was given by Parade Commander Captain Andy Connor R Signals, whose son Cadet Corporal
Harry Connor was on parade as part of the Combined Cadet Force Wellingborough contingent.
Another family setting on parade and also from CCF Wellingborough was the complete family of
the McAuley’s namely parents Flight Lieutenant Lynsey McAuley, her husband Flying Officer
Mark McAuley and their daughter Cadet Flight Sergeant Cooper McAuley. Cooper conducted
the role of Parade Flight (in the absence of a Parade Sergeant-Major). Many would have seen
Private Derby 32nd (a Swaledale Ram), the Regimental Mascot of the Mercian Regiment and a
mix of Regular, Reservist members of our Armed Forces, together with Veterans, RBL Branch
Members and a small representation from our Sea, Army and Air Cadets plus the town’s
schools. The whole procession was a spectacle to behold as can be seen below.

The short service was conducted by The Mercian Regiment’s Padre, Tim Flowers who read part
of the service from Bernard Vann’s own bible. Branch Chairman Paul Mills read a brief story
about Bernard Vann’s short life, a Mercian Regiment Officer the citation and Branch Bugler Bob
Crick played the Last Post and Reveille. Paul Mills gave the Exhortation and Korean War
Veteran and Branch Member Maurice Morby delivered the Kohima Epitaph. The Grandsons Mr
Michael Vann and Dr James Vann unveiled the specially commissioned pavestone. Wreaths
were laid by the Lord Lieutenant, the Grandsons, The Colonel of the Mercian Regiment, the
Mayor’s Cadet, a pupil from Whitefriar’s School on behalf of RBL Rushden Branch and a young
footballer from Rushden & Diamonds under 11’s Fury Team on behalf of Derby County Football
Club who sent a beautiful floral wreath.
The parade then marched to the Walled Garden of
Rushden Hall Park where the VIPs, Guests and
members of the public were treated with wonderful
performances by the Brentwood Imperial Youth
Band, the Northampton Male Voice Choir and the
BTEC Performing Arts students from Rushden
Academy. Apart from two former sixth formers who
have just started their university degrees, these
incredible students have only been doing BTEC for
four weeks, yet they delivered an amazing piece
depicting life in the trenches and returning home
after the war. Many people found it both moving
and quite emotional, bringing some to tears.
Rushden Museum enjoyed a massive footfall with visitors who also had the privilege
of seeing Bernard Vann’s medal group,
closely guarded by Army Reservists and
some of his artefacts brought especially for
the day by the Vann family. Author of the
book of Bernard Vann’s life “The Christian
Soldier”, Charles Beresford was selling the
book at a great rate with a personalised
signature to boot! Located with Charles in
Rushden Hall was a display of the Vann
Fellowship which is based in Durham
University and in brief will research into the
study of Christianity and the Armed Forces.
The Bernard Vann VC Memorial Day was a great way to commemorate a remarkable soldier,
who one hundred years to the day carried out a most courageous act in the face of the enemy.
Rushden Town Council and RBL Rushden Branch joint teamwork has resulted a great success,
for the good and benefit of the Vann family, the Mercian Regiment and the people of Rushden.
We will Remember them. (Thanks to everybody, too many to mention here, for the photos)

THE HYMN OF LOVE AND PEACE IN A WORLD OF LOSS as published in the
summer edition of ‘Courage’ Magazine in Charles Moore’s Notebook.
inclusion in the newsletter by Branch Member Councillor Sue Homer.

Kindly passed for

I Vow to Thee, My Country is famous as a hymn. It was sung at the funeral of Diana,
Princess of Wales, and often features in Remembrance Sunday services. For the man who
wrote it, however, it was a poem, and the first verse was, originally, quite different.
Sir Cecil Spring Rice died 100 years ago on Valentine’s Day, some say of a broken heart.
He had just been pushed out of his job as British Ambassador to the United States, a post he
had held from 1913.
Since serving in Berlin in the 1890s,Spring Rice had feared that German aggression
would lead to war. As a diplomat, he sent private warnings of this which Asquith, the Liberal
Prime Minister from 1908-16, described as “hysterical”. In 1911 or so, Spring Rice wrote an
unpublished poem called “Urbs Dei”, which began, “I hear my country calling, away across the
sea”. In his vision, “Her sword is girded at her side, her helmet on her head,/And around her feet
are lying the dying and the dead”. He wanted to rally to her: “I haste to thee, my mother, a son
among thy sons.”
The second verse of the poem envisaged “another country, I’ve heard of long ago” –
“You may not count her armies: you may not see her King;/Her fortress is a faithful heart: her
strength is suffering -/And soul by soul, and silently, her shining bounds increase -/And her ways
are ways of gentleness, and her paths are peace.” With a few changes – “pride” replacing
“strength”, for example – this vision of the celestial country survives as the second stanza of I
Vow to Thee, My Country.
As Ambassador, Spring Rice did his utmost to make sure that America did not succumb
to its large pro-German lobby or to isolationism. This was uphill work against the pacifist
President, Woodrow Wilson, and his Secretary of State, William Jennings Bryan (the famous
prairie populist satirised as the Cowardly Lion in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, the novel on
which the film is based). Spring Rice worked tirelessly to encourage America into the war on the
Allied side. Once this had been achieved in 1917, the British government wanted a more
political ambassador and sacked him by telegram.
Although relations between the two had been uneasy, Bryan (by this time out of office)
sent Spring Rice a “most kind and warm hearted” letter of farewell and a book of his own homespun wisdom called Heart to Heart Appeals. The departing ambassador was touched and
thanked Bryan by sending the second verse of “Urbs Dei”, with a new first verse – “I vow to
thee, my country”. He was putting aside any differences between the two men because of their
shared longing for “the greatest object of all….Peace”. Cecil Spring Rice died a month later, in
Canada, before he was able to return to England. He was just short of his 60 th birthday and so,
under the stern Foreign Office rules of that time, his widow never received a pension.
The poem “I Vow to Thee, My Country” was published not long afterwards. It quickly
became extremely popular and, almost as quickly, misunderstood. The first verse offers his
country “Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love”. It describes that love – asking no
questions, standing the test – “the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice”.
Critics claimed this confused the mere patriotism with duty to God. They thought it
glorified war and promoted an imperialist idea of Britain’s divine mission. Some clergymen
today get cross when people ask for it to be sung – as they often do – at funerals or memorial
services. It has even been lamely rewritten to neutralise ideas of nationhood.
This is silly, because Spring Rice’s poem distinguishes between what happens in war
and the peace of Heaven – hence verse two following on verse one. Before the war, he wrote
about the helmet and the sword. Towards the end of it, he focused on the peace for which he
had worked so hard. The earthly/heavenly link the poem establishes between the two
“countries” is forged by the Christian idea of sacrificial love. That idea was almost
overwhelmingly powerful in 1918 (Cecil’s own brother had been killed in the war at the unusually
advanced age of 51), and should never be forgotten.
………………..continued overleaf…….

It was the emphasis on love and peace that appealed so strongly in a world of loss, and
still does. Spring Rice had been a scholar at Eton. It lost 1,032 old boys – more than any other
school – in the First World War. His poem’s words are inscribed on the last page of its
Commemorative Golden Book – the list of those who served and died.
Cecil Spring Rice was quite an agonised man, I think, the more so for having foreseen the
agony of the war. But he had a playful side to him. He wrote comic verses as well: “Has any
woman got the right/To play the trick that Rose did?/She says she won’t turn up tonight because
I said her nose did.”
He also befriended the future American President, Theodore Roosevelt, on a transatlantic
liner and became his best man when Roosevelt got married in St George’s, Hanover Square,
three weeks later. He forced young “Teddy” to wear bright orange gloves for the occasion
(history does not record why). Their friendship was a very early example of what later became,
through war, the “special relationship”.

65th ANNIVERSARY OF THE KOREAN WAR ARMISTICE
On Saturday 28th July, a short service was held at the Rushden War Memorial to mark 65th
Anniversary of the ceasefire which was on 27th July 1953. After welcoming those present which
included the Mayor of Rushden Cllr David Coleman and his
Consort wife Cllr Melanie Coleman by Branch Chairman Paul
Mills and a history reading from Korean War Veteran Fred
Wooding MBE read by Branch Media Rep Jake Baker with a
brilliant verbal account (without notes) of life as a young soldier
bursting to be deployed by fellow Korean War Veteran Maurice
Morby, our new Branch Padre Rev Dr Linnet Smith conducted
a short service. The Exhortation was given by Branch President
David Hawker followed by Branch Bugler Bob Crick and Branch
Standard Bearer Phil Blanchard carrying out duties in their usual exemplary manner. Wreaths
were laid and David Hawker also gave the Kohima Epitaph. Below is Fred’s reading:
“I have been asked by our RBL Chairman Paul Mills to give a short talk on the Korean
War as I am a Korean War Veteran. Unfortunately this was not the end of the war in 1953 but at
the start in 1950; and while he asked me for a short talk, I became aware that he doesn't know
me well enough to know that I don’t do short! Why use a few words when many more will do?
At the start of the war I was serving in HMS Belfast and had been on the Far East station
since 1948. In June 1950 we were close to Japan on Fleet exercises. We broke off the exercises
and left the rest of the fleet to carry on without us. We sailed to Hong Kong to pick up the Deputy
Commander in Chief Far East, Fleet Admiral Andrewes. We sailed the next day back to
Japanese waters. We were told that the communist North Koreans had attacked South Koreans
and for the time being we were to lay off at the south of Japan
and await developments. So there we were, sailing around,
waiting for something to happen. Something did happen, a day
or two later on 25th June when the United Nations agreed to
give assistance to the South Koreans under the banner of the
UN. HMS Belfast began bombarding the North Koreans. This
became the first intervention by the UN since the formation of
the UN. Eventually, there were over 80 ships in Korean waters
including 37 American, 21 British, 19 from Commonwealth
countries and 5 Fleet Auxiliaries.. The targets were many and
varied but almost exclusively military such as tanks, field guns and military transports. We would
bombard for a day or two and then sail back to Japan to re-ammunition and so back again to
give them a bit more. Bombarding in Korea was not much like war as the communists appeared
not to have any artillery capable of firing any distance as we were never fired on…..continued…..

We sat just a few miles out to sea and used our superior fire power.
There is always occasions in war time where things are not so serious, more humorous
than serious. I have two here that you might like to hear. The responsibility of bombardment was
split between the Americans and the Canadians for the East side of Korea and the west side
was left to the British, Australians and other Commonwealth countries. The American Admiral
was speaking with our Admiral, Admiral Andrewes, when the American said that their ships were
having difficulties in bombarding a Korean base called YongDoc on the east side. Admiral
Andrewes offered to give HMS Belfast a chance to show what they had learned in about 18
months exercises and practices. A long trip to YongDoc and after about 20 minutes bombardment, we were able to send a signal to the Americans, “YongDoc is no more.” YongDoc was to
the north, just inside the range of mountains that run from north to south with a few gaps along
the way. They were hardly mountains, more like tall hills! It appeared that the Americans had
managed to knock a few feet off the top of the mountains but no nearer to their target! We never
did get to know why they had been so unsuccessful; we guessed that they had been using antiaircraft ammunition which is designed to explode when near an aircraft (or mountain peak!).
Thereafter, the Americans persisted in calling us “The straight firing Belfast”.
On another occasion, we received information that in the evening as it was beginning to
get dark, a column of communist tanks would be travelling south by the coast road. Radar was
out on alert and extra lookouts were placed in suitable positions. A report cane from the Visual
Lookouts that there was a dull light. The Gunnery Officer, Commander Ogilvie gave the order to
fire as a ranging shot. This was done, but no apparent result. We found out later that the light
was from an old farmer going home from his fields with a tilly lamp on the front of his bicycle!
Fortunately, the shot missed him. He dashed back into the tunnel and it appears the tanks
decided that this was not the route for them or maybe not at this time.

MERCHANT NAVY DAY
On 3rd of September the Branch held a moment of Remembrance at
Rushden War Memorial’s Garden of Remembrance. A number of
members were present including the Mayor of Rushden Cllr David
Coleman and his Consort wife Cllr Melanie Coleman and Cllrs David &
Barbara Jenney. After due respects were paid Branch President David
Hawker delivered a small, yet interesting piece about the Merchant Navy. This is what he said:
“For many centuries, Britain, a trading nation, depended on its merchant ships and
seafarers. This year, we commemorate the end of what was called, the Great War. A war in
which merchant ships came under attack as never before; first by surface raiders and then by
submarines, the weapon that Churchill said he feared most.
In 1914, two-thirds of Britain’s food was imported, as were many commodities essential to
the war effort; thus merchant shipping was vital to Britain’s survival. Vast numbers of merchant
ships were sunk, not only by gunfire or torpedoes, but by mines which sank many of the colliers
bringing coal from the North East to the gas works and power stations of the South and the
hospital ship Britannica, sister ship to Titanic and the largest ever merchant ship, sunk by enemy
action.
The Admiralty would not endorse the convoy system, saying it could not spare the warships which, without radar or echo location, were little defence against submarines, and that a
large number of ships would be easy to find and attack. However, by 1917 the losses were so
great that Prime Minister Lloyd George ordered the Admiralty to instigate the Escorted Convoy
System. The result was a reduction from 1 in 4 to 1 in 120 merchant ships lost on passage.
After the War, King George V decreed that in honour of the service and sacrifice of
Britain’s Merchant Seamen, they shall be entitled The Merchant Navy.
We commemorate them this day, because in 1939, on the 3 rd September, when Britain
declared War on Germany, the cargo passenger liner Athenia was torpedoed and sunk by the
German submarine U30 with considerable loss of life.

