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Summer finally arrived in Rushden and with businesses
now open, the annual floral displays have given the
town an added vibrancy and a spring in
everyone’s step, even more so when the
sun is shining.
You may have spotted a few
new residents dotted around
the town which is in
recognition of Rushden
Garden Competition
courtesy of the creativity
of councillors and staff.
With the good weather
and time in lock down, we
imagined that many would
have taken the opportunity to
get a garden project of some
kind on the go and have asked
for photos be be taken of ‘before
and after’ and various other
classes involving children as well.
The competition runs until 1st
September and entries will be short
listed by a panel of judges. The top ten photos in each class will go to a public
vote on Facebook @rushdencouncil. The winners of each class will receive a
£50 voucher to be spent at West End DIY or Seasons Garden Centre,
Burton Latimer so look out for the ten chosen photos to cast your vote.
Did you spot Worzel Gummidge and Aunt Sally in the High
Street? The Mayor and his Deputy donned fancy dress
to advertise the competition.
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES. SHOP LOCAL.
For more information contact Rushden Town Council
www.rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
@RushdenCouncil

@RushdenCouncil

01933 316 216

Update on Council Projects

Town Manager’s Report

Cllr. Sarah Peacock

Julie Thorneycroft

Chairman of Policy & Resources Committee
During these terrible times of the Covid-19 pandemic,
Rushden Town Council has still managed to deliver its
strategic obligations and more.
Terms of reference have been updated to acknowledge
the new Covid 19 legislation.
Since mid-March, Council business has been
conducted via Zoom and members have learned many new
skills. Technology is amazing when it works.. It also poses
challenges to the Chairmen and Town Clerk to make sure
the meetings are all conducted correctly and everyone has
their say. Planning was one of the first virtual meetings held,
and this was an interesting exercise for members who were
able to look at applications before the meeting as well as
officers projecting them on the night when queries arose.
Since then all the Committees have met and in May the
Annual Town Meeting was held to receive reports on the
Council’s Committees for the year 2019/2020. The Annual
Accounts for the year 2019/2020 have been finalised and
presented to Full Council.
The Council has been working with various partners to
support the businesses and community with Covid
information and support. We are still giving out shop front
grants up to £750 and are about to launch a new Covid
Community grant to help the smaller groups for up to £500.
For details please visit the web site or Facebook page or
contact the office.
We are pleased to say that all 48 play areas and the
public toilets are now open again with some restrictions with
support from the community regarding hand sanitizing etc.
All areas had to be checked and social distancing measures
applied.
Litter is always an issue, but the message is, please
take it home when you can and help us to keep our public
areas clean and safe, especially used face masks etc.
Unfortunately, many of our projects have been put on
hold but hopefully over the coming months we will be able
to start them up again and deliver our promises. The Manor
Park and New Sports/ Community Hub are nearly ready to
re-present for planning permission. This is a very exciting
project for the town.
The disabled toilets however are the exception. The ground
works have progressed well whilst the area was quiet and
builders will be appointed soon.
During this period all the staff have been working either from
the office or at home to keep continuity and delivery of
services. Virtual contact has been organized and
information posted out. I thank them for all their efforts at
this difficult time.
The beautiful flower displays are all around the town
now and I hope they give you some comfort as we all
venture out once again into a strange environment.
Take care and stay safe, your support is much appreciated

Sarah.

Throughout the COVID-19 lock-down period Rushden
Town Council has endeavoured to support its local
businesses – we are pleased we’ve been able to offer
support & guidance in the following ways:
Ÿ A dedicated COVID-19 Community Advice page
on the Rushden Town Council website signposting
the community to local/national help and advice.
Ÿ Promotion of shops/services that were fortunate to
be able to remain open throughout lock-down plus
giving assistance to help other shops re-open.
Ÿ Assistance in understanding new advice/guidance
and offering business support where needed.
Ÿ Hand delivery of business guidance packs and
marketing material to help local shop keepers
open safely.
Installation of hand sanitising stations throughout
the town.
Communication with Rushden Lakes has been maintained
throughout this difficult period and whilst I’m sorry to say
our Heritage Family Fun Day can no longer take place in
its current format in September we plan to adapt the Fun
Day into a digital festival, more details available soon.

Community Grants
Community grants awarded in 2020 :
(May) Rushden Historical Transport Society - £6,300
(July) East Northants Child Contact Service - £1,000

New emergency Community Fund
Rushden Town Council annually allocates a sum of money
to help local organisations to support the local community
by way of Community Grants. However, because of Covid19, we understand that many local charities and
organisations are now struggling to meet their day-to-day
running costs. In response to this, we are offering
emergency 'battle fund' grants to help local groups continue
their invaluable work through these very difficult times.
The one-off grants will be up to £500 per good cause. They
are for bona fide charities and constituted organisations
*Not for individuals*
There is a simple application form and grants will be
released as quickly as possible to ensure effective support
for the applicants. Grants will be awarded on a 1st come,
1st served basis.
Note: Council grants are for Rushden based
groups that operate for the benefit of
Rushden residents.
Please contact us on :
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk or call on
01933 316216

News From the Mayor
Cllr Cesare Marinaro
Hi everybody,
My time as the Mayor of Rushden is sadly coming to
an end. It has been a great honour and I have met a great
variety of people on my travels. The last few months have
been upsetting for us all, but this was something we could
never have predicted. It has been amazing to see so
many of you supporting our fantastic local businesses.
I still have my sky dive to look forward to in
September and I am in disbelief at the amount of money I
have managed to raise for my charities, the Teenage
Cancer Trust and Rushden Mind.
We have a fantastic new Mayor in Cllr Melanie
Coleman, who will take over from me in September and I
wish her all the best in the future as I look forward to
continuing as a local councillor supporting Rushden .
Please stay safe everyone and continue to support
local for our great town.
Best wishes from Cesare

The Importance of Exercise
We are aware that many fitness and dance groups are
now using our parks, Spencer Park and Hall Park especially.
Rushden Town Council fully understand the importance
that exercise brings to our physical and mental health and
we’d like to try and accommodate these groups/businesses
the best we can. However, if you are the organiser/business
owner of a fitness group or dance group and use or intend
to use one of our parks, we must make you aware that it is
a legal requirement that you gain our permission first. We
would need to know what activities you intend on organising
with details of the number of attendees you expect, the
times and dates you would like to use the park, your risk
assessment, Covid 19 compliance and copies of your
insurance documents. We can then discuss the best options
suited to your group that won’t clash with other groups, and
we can also advise you on our guidelines for specifics such
as noise control due to the parks being located in a
residential area.

‘Stay At Home’ VE Day Celebrations
Many residents of the town took to their gardens and
doorsteps to commemorate and celebrate the end of war
in Europe and mark 75 years since VE Day amid the current
lock-down.
Rushden homes, shops and historic buildings were
beautifully decorated in red, white and blue bunting,
residents enjoyed cakes and scones and sang along to
Vera Lynn's - We'll Meet Again. Rushden Town Council
decorated the Cenotaph with bunting, the infamous
Rushden bikes were adorned with British flags, and
Lightning Lloyd created a very touching light display
projecting onto the Cenotaph, St Mary's Church and
Rushden Station.

___________________
Cllr Melanie Coleman made these comments about her
own street's VE day experience: "Balham Close certainly
did their best to Celebrate VE Day, decorating houses,
baking cakes and scones . The younger members doing
chalk drawings, all whilst maintaining social distancing.
We've even planned a street 'bake-off' when restrictions are
lifted. A day to remember with new friendships made."

COMMUNITY NEWS

Bark in the Park

Celebrating YOUR Big Occasion

Lock-down Memories with your Pets - Competition

Do you know someone that's
soon to be celebrating a 100th
Birthday or even a Golden,
Diamond or Platinum Wedding
Anniversary? If so, Rushden Town
Council would love to hear from
you so that we can send our
congratulations too.
Please email : info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
with the following details of the
person/couple you wish to nominate;
• Type of Celebration (100th Birthday/ 50th, 60th, 65th
or 70th Wedding Anniversary)
• Date of Birthday or Anniversary
• Name/s of nominee/s
• Address of nominee/s
• A Contact Number

Coco

Congratulations

o
Ro l

Charlie
Thank you to everybody who entered our first online
competition. We had 100’s of entries and it made our job
extremely difficult to pick the finalists.
We would also like to say a massive thank you to everyone
who took the time out to vote/share their favourites.
14 photos made it through to the final and in our eyes each
and every one of them was a winner.
But there can of course only be one overall winner and
with a staggering 1300+ votes that winner is Rolo (those
eyes
).
Our runner up was Coco the Rabbit with 897 votes,
what a fabulous cutie she is, who could not love that face.
Well done to the two of you.
Our second runner up was Charlie with 267 votes who
clearly was having a wonderful time at the beach. Well done
Charlie.
Once again thank you to everyone who took part in the
competition. Please continue to follow our face book page
for future online competitions.

CONGRATULATIONS
to
everyone at Osborne Sports &
Toys - one of Rushden’s most
enduring and best loved local
businesses - on achieving this
landmark anniversary.
In 2018 Osborne Sports &
Toys shop in the High Street was
chosen by Lego as the only place
in the UK to commemorate its 60th
Anniversary (how could we forget that!). The whole of the
shop front was decked in Lego. This came about because
founder, Jim Osborne, was the first person in this country
to place an order to stock Lego.
Sadly Jim was not alive to see this, but his wife Pam,
and son Will, have continued the business and it still
delights children and adults.
To commemorate their anniversary, Osborne’s Sports
and Toy Shop produced two special jigsaw puzzles which
went on sale from 31 July 2020, the start of their Celebration
week. A donation from each jigsaw sold goes to Rushden
Museum.
“Best wishes to Osborne Sports & Toys. May you
continue to bring joy to us all for many more years to
come.”

Events Dates for 2021
5-13 June
Celebrate Rushden
6 June
Soap Box Derby
13 June
‘Swing’s the Thing’
Big Band entertainment in the Walled
Garden celebrating 21st Anniversary of
Rushden Town Council.
10 July
Party in the Park
8 Aug Music in the Walled Garden
4 Sept
Proms in the Park
5 Sept ‘Bark in the Park’ Dog Show
27 Nov
Lights’ Switch-On
The Christmas Lights’ Switch-On 2020 scheduled for
Saturday 28 November sees the return of ‘Titan the Robot’
subject to Covid restrictions.

Special Edition Newsletter - March 2020
A special edition newsletter was produced and delivered in March covering 20 years in existence of Rushden Town
Council and the many occasions documented. It has been brought to our notice that some residents did not receive
theirs. It can be viewed online at www.rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk

