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Party in the Park - 14 July 2018
The main arena act this year will be the Super Vander Wheel.
With only body strength and momentum, the performers work
the wheel up to speed which then allows them to do tricks and
jumps. It is a breathtaking and amazing show, one not to be
missed.
A welcome return to Rushden is the Rockwood Dog Display
Team bringing great entertainment for all the family. The dog
displays delight the audience with their comedy routines and
tricks, all beautifully performed to music.
Clown Bluey is an experienced award-winning entertainer.
His Clown Car ‘Fire 1’ in Bluey’s ‘Crazy Fire Engine Show’ is
a must for all to see as he gets soaked by numerous buckets of
water.
Lennie the Land Train makes a long awaited return too to
delight the younger age group after some years of absence .
Afternoon entertainment in the Walled Garden as always
will be local schoolchildren, dance schools and musicians with
DJ Nathan at the controls for in-between music.
The ‘Complete Kinks’ bring our Party in the Park to a close.
Endorsed by Dave Davies (The Kinks) himself, ‘Complete Kinks’
recreate all the popular, well-known hits from their golden era.
Meticulous in the recreation of their sound and look, this first
class tribute will transport you back to the swinging sixties!
Each year we try to vary the programme, but of course many
features will be similar to previous years since we all like ice-cream and
tombolas! The event also gives all local charities the opportunity to raise monies
and we hope the generosity of our supporters both from Rushden and the
surrounding area will continue.

Timetable of Performances
(Please Note: Due to the early publication of this newsletter, times could be changed)
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In the Arena
1.00 pm
1.15 pm
1.45 pm
2.15 pm
2.45 pm
3.15 pm
3.45 pm
4.15 pm
4.45 pm

Official Opening by the
Mayor Cllr David Coleman
Bluey the Clown
Super Vander Wheel
Rockwood Dog Team
R & H Rugby Display
Super Vander Wheel
Bluey the Clown
Rockwood Dog Team
Super Vander Wheel

Stage - Walled Garden
1.30 pm
2.00 pm
2.30 pm
3.00 pm
3.30 pm
4.00 pm
4.30 pm
5.00 pm
Evening

TheatreStarz
South End School Choir
Michelle Gibbs Academy
Melodies Theatre Academy
It’s My Life
Shelmerick Academy
Dance Vybz
Duncan
Complete Kinks’ and
Nathan’s Disco

Car Parking £1 per car (Hall Ave entrance)

No dogs allowed in the Walled Garden during the evening performance. It would be
really helpful if you could use the litter bins provided and clean up after yourselves.

Update on Council Projects
Cllr. Sarah Peacock

LET’S CELEBRATE RUSHDEN!

By now you should have received your brochure with all the events that are
happening
in the town. Please do support all that is on offer and enjoy the many free
The final Policy & Resources meeting
events
that
have
been organised for you. Full programme of events available on the web
for the Civic Year 2017/18 took place in
site.
Copies
of
the
brochure can be obtained from Rushden library and the Town Council.
April. The agenda covered the usual
matters of report and we were delighted to
Preparations are nearing completion
give grants to the Rushden Amateur
for the Annual Soap-Box Derby being held
Theatrical Society for new stage curtains
in Hall Park on Wednesday 13 June. This
at their new home in the Heritage Centre.
year we are creating more fun races for
The Older Persons Forum which is run by
everyone to enter on the night. Come and
Sylvia Smith with the support of Serve also
choose your Hobby Horse or Unicorn! Join
received a grant to help them continue the
us from 6.30 pm for the judging of classes
good work they do keeping their members
ready for the race start at 7 pm. Lots of
up to date with various topics that affect
prizes on offer sponsored by local business
our day to day lives.
Kingtools. It is still not too late to enter.
A shop front grant was given to Vaniti
Check the Town Council web-site and
Hair and Beauty in the High St. This has
download the entry forms.
greatly improved its appeal to customers
on the High St and we wish them well with
The meetings are almost over and the
their new venture.
race is certainly on. Come and support the
For all grants a new year has begun so
ladies and cheer them on their way. From
if we can help any community organisation
10.30 a.m. the riders will make their way
or business then please contact the Town
from Hall Park Gates in High Street South,
Clerk for details.
to Skinners Hill and along Duck Street to
The Town Manager gave an update on
the High Street and will travel through the
her activities and proves to be a valued
High Street in reverse to finally move out
asset to the council and continues to work
of the town via High Street South,
hard promoting the town and forming
Wymington Road and away. It is going to
important partnerships.
be a spectacular sight and one not to be
Finally, it must be said that our
missed. After the riders have departed
greatest achievement has been to get the
there will be over 500 schoolchildren
Neighbourhood Plan to its referendum. The
taking part in various activities throughout
community and councillors have put in a
the day in Hall Park. The ‘tots’ are catered
lot of time and hard work. A positive report
for as well with a Teddy Bears’ Picnic in
from the Inspector and the community will
the Walled Garden with entertainment.
have made all the hard work over the past
years well worth it and we will have
provided a plan for the future of our towns
development.

Community Grants awarded
since January 2018
Rushden Amateur Theatrical Soc - £2000
Older Person’s Forum - £1000
Rushden MIND - £3000
Rushden & Higham Rugby Club - £1500
SERVE - £3640
Pensioners Parliament - £682
Shop Front Grants
Vaniti Hair & Beauty - £500
TJ’s Alternative Gifts - £384

This is just a selection
of events.
See brochure for all others

From the Retiring Mayor
Cllr Barbara Jenney
As the retiring Mayor, I would like to
thank everyone who has supported me
during my mayoral year and helped me to
raise valuable funds for my chosen
charities, Rushden Branch of the Royal
British Legion, TS Diamond Rushden Sea
Cadets and Medical Detection Dogs. It has
been a privilege to meet so many lovely
people all working passionately within our
community. Your hard work and
commitment is very much appreciated.
May I also extend my warm
congratulations to the newly elected Mayor
and Mayoress. I know they will give their
wholehearted commitment to the role and
I wish them well for the year ahead.

Forthcoming Events
9-17 June - Celebrate Rushden
14 June - OVO Energy Women’s
Cycle Tour
23 June - Armed Forces Day
14 July - Party in the Park
11 Aug - Swivel Fest
1 Sept - Proms in the Park
2 Sept - Bark in the Park
14-22 Sept - Rushden Feast
29 Sept - Bernard Vann Memorial
Service
3 Nov - Bonfire & Fireworks
11 Nov - RBL Service of
Remembrance
24 Nov - Annual Christmas Lights
Switch-On

MEET THE NEW MAYOR

Town Manager’s Report

Cllr David Coleman

Julie Thorneycroft

I feel truly privileged to have been
elected to the position of Town Mayor of
Rushden for 2018-19 and aim to build on
the sterling efforts of my predecessor, Cllr.
Barbara Jenney, in promoting the Town
over a wider area. I will commit to work
hard to fulfil the requirements of the office,
with the year ahead promising to be a busy
time and the diary is already being filled
with invitations from across the region.
Undoubtedly I will be well supported by
my wife Melanie as Mayoress, along with
our Deputy, Cesare Marinaro and his wife
Sabina.
I’m proud of my local roots and
although we have seen many changes to
the town over the years, look forward to a
promising future. I’m certainly excited by
the many beneficial changes being evident
locally, not least being the success of
Rushden Lakes but am aware that we
should also look ahead to promote our
town as a thriving community, with the full
and positive support of all.
Early dates for your diaries include the
ever popular “Party in the Park” on 14 July
followed by a number of Mayor’s fundraising events including “Proms in the Park”
on Saturday 1 September followed the next
day by “Bark in the Park” dog show in the
Walled Garden in Hall Park. My Civic
Service will be taking place at St. Mary’s
Church on Sunday 23 September. Other
events will be notified over the coming
months.
During the year, I will be holding a
series of events to raise funds for local
good causes with my main charities being
Rushden MIND, Royal British Legion
(Rushden Branch) and 858 (Rushden)
Squadron Air Cadets and am looking
forward to meeting and supporting as many
local organisations and individuals as
possible so please get in touch.
Initial contact details should be via
the Mayor’s secretary on
mayor@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk or
by telephone on 01933 316216.
Best wishes
David

The news that Stage Two of the
OVO Energy Women’s Cycle Tour is
coming to Rushden High Street on
Thursday 14 June is very exciting for local
businesses, residents and visitors.
Rushden Town Council, East Northants
Council, Rushden Town Partnership,
Freedom Leisure and other local partners
have been working hard to provide a series
of events leading up to and following the
big cycling event.
Rushden Town Partnership kick
started the campaign with St Georges Day,
a family fun day on the High Street on
Saturday 21 April. Along with St George
and the Dragon there was entertainment,
music, competitions and ice cream. The
Partnership launched its own cycle race
with a very special participant called
aRTyPea who has begun his journey and
will appear in a different shop window
each week in the eight weeks leading up to
the Women’s Cycle Tour. A prize hamper
will be awarded to the person who
identifies the most shop windows around
the town centre. Why not come into town
and enter the competition, entry forms and
further details can be found on their website www.rushdentown.org.uk.
Rushden Town Council were
pleased to hold its own local launch of the
Cycle Race at the St Georges Day event;
Tobi, the Women’s tour mascot, Cyril the
Squirrel, Rushden Town Councils mascot
and the Cancer Research bear were joined
by St George in a High Street “dance off.”

As part of Celebrate Rushden,
Rushden Town Partnership are organising
two events in the High Street on Saturday
9 June and Saturday 16 June, businesses
are being asked to dress their shop
window and be part of the Rushden’s Best
Dressed Window competition. Businesses,
Charity or Community groups wishing to
be part of either event please contact
the Partnership or the Town Council.
Unfortunately
the
main
Rushden
Cavalcade event planned for the May bank
holiday weekend had to be cancelled due
to poor ground conditions at the site. In its
place a mini Cavalcade was held at the

Mayor’s Awards

Four recipients received awards at a
recent Mayor’s Award Ceremony. All were
congratulated on their services to the
community.
Mrs Janine Musson was nominated for
her volunteering to numerous organisations
in Rushden. She has also had a huge
involvement with gymnastics for many
years and still coaches voluntarily 3 nights
a week in Bedfordshire as well as being the
East Regional Chairperson for Acrobatic
Gymnastics and the organiser for acrobatic
competitions covering the East region.
Mr Paul Clarke has spent a significant
amount of time in uniform. As well as in
service in the Royal Navy, he has served
as a D.S. in the Northamptonshire
Constabulary committed to the local
community serving Rushden. He was also
a founder member of the Rushden Branch
of The Maritime Volunteer Service and
when not working as a C.P.O. at
T.S.Diamond, he teaches disabled and
disadvantaged people how to sail on
Grafham Water.
Miss Joanne Vissian is a very willing
helper at all the events organised by the
Town Council. Jo can always be counted
upon for an extra pair of hands and her
nomination was a thank you for all the
hours she has given to the community.
Mrs Maureen Ellis has had to give up
cooking meals for a group of 40 pensioners
to care for her husband. After 27 years, she
will be sadly missed and was given a
certificate in recognition of her continued
voluntary work in the community.
_______________

Rushden Goods Shed. The Town Council
supported the event and took the
opportunity to promote Rushden’s forthcoming events and to answer any questions about the Neighbourhood Plan. The
friendly mascots, Cyril the Squirrel and
Cycling Tour Tobi popped in to say hello
to children.
Please contact me at Rushden Town Council – 01933 316216 or email
julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk if you
would like any further information.

COMMUNITY NEWS
New Season at Museum
Rushden Museum has opened its doors
for 2018 with exciting new displays.
Rushden Town Mayor Councillor Barbara
Jenney cut the ribbon on Saturday 5th May.
Friends of the museum were given a
preview before the museum opened to the
public.
This year will see the final
commemorations to the First World War,
seeing a tribute to all the 420 Rushden men
who gave their lives during 1914-1918. The
trench will see its final year as a back drop
to this devastating period in British History.
We salute Walter Tull, Bernard Vann VC
and the Suffragette’s along with other local
pieces of WW1 history.
The social history side of the museum
covers the CO-OP. At one time it seemed
every street corner in Rushden had a
CO-OP
shop of some description. Come and
Please note: Rolling Road Closure on
see
how
many you remember.
Wellingborough Road, High Street and
Can
you remember your “Divi”
Station Approach between 13.00 and
number?
14.00 hrs on the day.
The museum is open Saturdays and
Sundays 2-4pm, May–Oct. If you would
like to volunteer then please call 01933
317261 or email info@rushdenmuseum.co.uk
Visited our website rushdenmusem.co.uk or
look at our Facebook page Rushden
Museum to keep up with events throughout
the year.
Sunday 24 June - Armed Forces Service Church Recorders complete
will take place at the Heritage Church, Park
5-year record of St Mary’s
Road, Rushden at 10.30 am. All welcome
A three volume set of bound books
to attend.
were presented to the Rector of St Mary’s
Church, Rushden at a service held on
Sunday 15 April 2018. The volumes provide
Joint Action Group
a detailed record of every aspect of the
In conjunction with Northamptonshire church’s 800 year history and took five
Police and Rushden and Higham Ferrers years to complete. Digital copies of these
Town Councils, JAG has been reformed important records are sent to and stored at
and meets quarterly at either of the town’s the V&A, ChurchCare, Historic England
premises.
and the local County Records Office to be
The membership of the group is made available for research purposes.
up of representatives of both councils along
Nationally the Arts Society have
with Acting District Inspector for around 2,000 Church Recorders who have
Wellingborough and East Northants Sharan been carefully recording the contents of
Wildman, a member of the East churches for more than 40 years. The Arts
Northamptonshire Community Partnership, Society (formally NADFAS) Church
the Town Manager, Rushden and Higham Recorders have now produced complete
Ferrers Town Clerks, a member of Crime records for over 1,600 churches
Secure and a representative of our local
Pub Watch.
The aim of the group is to receive a
police report along with crime statistics and
then agree priority areas within both towns
that require a positive police presence.
The next meetings are planned for 10
July, 9 October and 8 January 2019.
If you have any issues that you feel
should be raised, please send your requests
to your town clerk at least one week prior
to the meeting.

Rushden Greenway
The Rushden Greenway between
Crown Park and High St, Rushden is
getting ready for a face lift over the next 5
years. It has joined up in partnership with
a Heritage Lottery Bid called “Out of water,
into History”. The funding secured with the
help
of
NeneScape
and
East
Northamptonshire Council will look at all
aspects of the Greenway from clearing
historic rubbish ,tree management and how
we move forward to make it a more
pleasant walk and encourage people to get
out into the countryside. There will be a
new project called Artcodes that will allow
us to give information out as people walk
the Greenway by use of Artwork and the
mobile telephone. We are also looking at
improving the Washbrook Road tunnel
with art and also looking at extra finance
to install a new access.
There are lots to get involved with and
we are looking for volunteers. For more
information join us on Saturday 23June
11 am - 2 pm at the ends of the Greenway
or contact Lucy Hawes at East
Northamptonshire Council.

New Honours Board

A new Honours Board has been
installed in Rushden Hall. Honours Boards
are often installed by someone whose name
invariably appears on the installation and
the new board is no exception - Clive Wood
who was honoured by being the first Town
Mayor of Rushden in 2000-02. Clive has
for over 60 years been a sign writer and it
was always his intention to provide a board
to record not only current holders of the
Office of Mayor but also the Chairmen of
the Rushden Urban District Council, the
local administration from 1895 until its
abolition in 1974. Other local authorities
who also ceased have similar records but
Rushden did not. Now there is a visible
record for all to see, including the local men
and six ladies who headed the
administration of Rushden for over 80 years.
At the top of the new board there are
illustrations of the past Urban District
badge and the Rushden Town Council jewel.
Clive wishes to acknowledge the generosity
of a friend, Mr Graham Wise who provided
the board.

