Your Town

The Urban District
chains returned to
Rushden

The end of March marked a historic moment for Rushden, as former
East Northamptonshire Council handed the Rushden Urban District
Council chains to Rushden Town Council, to be retained as part of the
town's civic history.
Cllr Helen Howell, ENC's final Chairman, officially handed the chains
over to Rushden Town Mayor, Cllr Melanie Coleman, who received
them on behalf of Rushden Town Council.
The three civic chains have been used since 1974 by ENC's Chairman,
deputy Chairman and Chairman's consort and were inherited from
the former Rushden Urban District Council. The original chain was
gifted by Cllr Arthur Allebone in 1936 at the close of his year of
office but was modified from 1974 to reflect the new district
council. The jewel depicts the River Nene through the centre, a Bishop’s
mitre (representing Archbishop - Henry Chichele of Higham Ferrers), a
wheatsheaf (recognising agriculture in the rural parts) a needle and
awl (for boot and shoe trade) and a block and crown (representing the
execution of Mary Queen of Scots at Fotheringhay). The Consort’s
chain was gifted by the Rushden Co-operative Society.
The historic artefacts will be placed on display at Rushden Hall and
will be preserved and protected for many more years.

Mayor Making 2021

"Today as Mayor, it was an great honour to
receive back, the original Rushden Town
chains from East Northants Council."
Town Mayor, Cllr Melanie Coleman

Rushden Library
now open more hours

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm
1) Bookable browsing slots (depending on usage, can
accommodate walk-ins but booking is advisable to
avoid waiting). This includes use of the Children's
Library.
2) Bookable computer usage, printing and photocopying.
3) Bus pass applications both for new passes and renewals.
4) A general enquiry and information service.
The Annual General Meeting and Mayor Making of Rushden
Town Council was held on the evening of Tuesday 18th May
2021, and we are delighted to announce the re-election of
the Town Mayor, Cllr Melanie Coleman for the Civic Year 2021
/ 2022.
The Mayor’s main chosen charities for 2021 / 2022 are the
Royal British Legion (Rushden) Branch and Rowan Gate
Primary School, Rushden.
The Mayor would like to take this opportunity in wishing you
all a happy, healthy and successful year ahead.

rushden.libraryplus@northnorthants.gov.uk

Your Town

Local Elections

At the recent Town Council elections all sitting Councillors retained
their seat. However, due to a bereavement and a retirement we
have two new Councillors, Cameron Clarke (Rushden Sartoris ward),
who replaces Cllr Ron Pinnock and Adrian Winkle (Rushden
Bates ward), who replaces Cllr Robin Underwood.
Five Town Council members have also been elected to the new
North Northamptonshire Council, these are Cllrs David Jenney,
Andy Mercer and Steven North for the Rushden South and Cllrs
Barbara Jenney and Gill Mercer, together with Michael Tye for
Rushden Pemberton West.

Rushden
Nature
up-close

If you’ve visited Rushden Lakes recently then you might be familiar with this
fascinating sight... A Swan family who built their nest within the reeds at the
centre of the boardwalk, which lies between several of the restaurants.
We were informed by staff at the lakes that this was due to the floods
experienced earlier on in the year.
9 eggs were laid, only 1 egg hatched and although not the best outcome, the cygnet
in the photo has become a little miracle, considering the circumstances. Staff and
visitors were captivated by the amazing teamwork from the Swan parents as they
witnessed them take it in turns to turn the eggs and tend to the nest.
Photo credits: JasØn Photography

COVID-19 Testing Site at Hall Park
A walk-in Lateral Flow Covid-19 community testing site. has been setup at Hall
Park, Rushden (inside the gravelled carpark). Lateral Flow Device testing is
otherwise known as rapid testing, and is used in people who do not have
symptoms of COVID-19. Each test involves a swab of the mouth and nose and
provides a result within 30 minutes.

Useful info:

Prebooking not required
This site is also a collection point for test kit orders
Free parking is available on site, you may also wish to walk or cycle to the site. We
would advise against public transport if possible, in case you later test positive.

Opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 6:30pm / Saturday and Sunday: 8:30am to 6pm

Council Projects

A spotlight on:

Spencer
Park

Summer is just round the corner and whether you’re looking for
activities to keep the kids entertained, or you fancy some outdoor
exercise, Spencer Park is very versatile and well equipped,
containing a multi-sports area, tennis courts, football pitches, a
BMX track and several children’s play areas. As well as paths lined
with beautiful trees and benches, a pavilion with changing
facilities, and a Radar controlled accessible toilet.

NEW: TableTennis

coming soon to Spencer Park

keep an eye out over the coming
month for this new addition to the
park. Bats will be available to borrow,
but if you’d like to purchase your own
set, we’d recommend visiting Osborne
Sports & Toys in Rushden High Street.

The Junior Park Run is held at Spencer Park, which usually takes
place every Sunday at 9am. It’s a free event, but you do need to
register before you visit: www.parkrun.org.uk
Several fitness groups use the park, from Bootcamp to Zumba. If
you are interested in joining, more details can be found on
Rushden Town App (Search under ‘Community Groups’ ).

If you wish to use Spencer Park for organised fitness activities or
to book football pitches and floodlit training areas, please email:
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk

A Moment in History...
At the end of the First World War Rushden received a thanks for its
contribution to the war effort in the form of a redundant tank, which
was named ‘Rushden’.
For many years, Spencer Park was home to the tank where countless
youngsters in the 1920s and 30s spent many happy hours playing on
and around it.
In 1940 it was broken up for metal salvage to help the Second
World War effort.
The photograph was taken by a local photographer, Mr C F Chapman.

To find out more about the history of Spencer Park or Rushden,
please visit: www.rushdenheritage.co.uk

Council Projects
The new Spencer Park Pavilion
murals are taking shape...
After consultation between Rushden
Town Council and artists, Mark Pacan &
Adrian Turner, it was decided that the
murals on three sides of the pavilion in
Spencer Park should reflect it's history,
it's main event, and the activities that the
park provides and enables.

Artists, Mark Pacan and Adrian Turner
explain more below...
“The ‘Historic’ side - Painted in monochromatic tones, this side
represents the history of the park and pictured predominate is
an image of John Spencer who tried, over a period of 15 years
to get Rushden its first recreation ground, which eventually
opened in 1913. Also featured is a First World War tank which
was presented to Rushden in 1919 in recognition of the town's
war effort.
“ The ‘Main event’ side - The best known event to be held at
Spencer Park is the long running, annual ‘Rushden Feast Fair’,
an event worth commemorating in mural form. We wanted to
recreate the excitement of approaching the bright lights of
the fair from the dark shadows of the night.
“The ‘Activities’ side - the lettering reads 'Spencer Park', each
letter made out of trees and the whole feel of the mural we
hope reflects the fun and exercise to be had in the park.

“Three sides of the pavilion can be seen from a distance and we
wanted the murals to be strong and dynamic so that they would look
striking whether viewed from near or afar.
The back of the pavilion has the largest surface area but is somewhat
obscured by trees. We came up with the idea to use 'Dazzle' camouflage so that, especially in winter when the trees are bare of leaves,
the outline of the building becomes broken up by the dazzle pattern
especially when viewed through the branches of the trees.”
The three murals are due to be completed early June and photos of
the finished pavilion art will be available to view on our website and
social media.
“A big thank you to both artists, they have really captured what
Spencer Park means to both its residents and visitors.”
Rushden Town Council spokesperson

An area of Hall Park that was previously used
for composting has now been designated for
the creation of a sensory garden. This garden
will be partially self contained and will
enhance the senses of touch, smell, sight,
sound and taste. The garden will be fully
accessible to all, including those with sensory
impairment and mobility issues.
The carefully considered planting scheme
will incorporate plants and foliage that will
stimulate all five senses and provide interest
throughout the year. We have already
started to clear the site and although the
garden we take time to establish, we hope
that the design and layout will provide a
stimulating journey through the senses,
heightening awareness and bringing enjoyment and positive learning experience to all.

Newly refurbished

Bus Shelters

Rushden Town Council have recently replaced
our ‘end of life’ bus shelters with classic,
heritage-style shelters (Covid compliant)
which complement our historic town.

News From The Mayor…
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As I write this, we are preparing to take a further step out of lockdown.
How many of you are looking forward to a hug from a loved one, a meal out,
getting back to dance, gym and sport? I know I am. Things we took for granted
but now cherish and look forward to doing again. Who could have known the
impact Covid would have on our lives? We know Covid has not disappeared and
will in fact be around for a long time, but with the steps we have taken so far and
the amazing vaccination programme locally, a feat I have been extremely
impressed with, we can take careful and cautious steps forward because we can
see hope.
I’ve chatted to a lot of children recently, needless to say on Zoom, about my
‘Lockdown Memories’ project. It has been heart warming to see how positive
and excited they are about moving forward. Their memories and special
moments were wonderful to hear. Children are far more resilient than we give
them credit for. To use a well-known school song, ‘One more step along the
road we go’, together we will carefully and safely make this journey.
Take Care, stay safe.
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The

‘Rushden Lockdown
Memories’ video with
contributions from many
Rushden pupils and
residents will launch on
our social media channels
on Monday 21 June
Follow us on Facebook

Melanie

@rushdencouncil

Congratulations

Pl a t i n u m W e d d i n g A n n i v e r sar y

Last month, Rushden residents Jack & Elsie Smith celebrated
seventy years of marriage, which statistically is a one in a million
chance of reaching. To mark the occasion they were visited by the
Mayor Cllr. Melanie Coleman and her consort Cllr. David Coleman.
As well as being serenaded by an emotional doorstep perfomance
of Vera Lynn's 'We'll Meet Again' performed by 'The Candy Bars'
singer Odette, the couple were treated to a Mrs B's Sandwich
Emporium home delivery afternoon tea, a special basket of flowers
courtesy of the Mayor and a fantastic balloon display courtesy of
The Original Factory Shop.
If you know someone with a big occasion coming up; 100th Birthday, Golden, Diamond, Platinum or Blue Sapphire
Anniversary, please do get in contact with us and we'll help them celebrate! info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk

Return of the Dragon …
Rushden’s famous Dragon made an
appearance with our popular cyclists to
celebrate Saint George’s Day. If you missed
the occasion, here’s a photo...

Classic’s Park
in
the

Rushden Historical Transport Society has joined
forces with the Rotary Club of Rushden Chichele
with support from Rushden Town Council to put
on a classic car show.

Sunday 8 August
Hall Park, Rushden
NN10 9ES
Admission is by Donation.

For more information please visit:
rhts.co.uk

11am
till
4pm

Community & Events
in
PROMS the
PARK

Bark Park
in
the

10am
till
4pm

Fun Dog Show

£5

on the
gate

Saturday 4 September, 6pm
The Walled Garden, Hall Park, NN10 9ES
This is the opportunity for everyone to have a great
get-together in the Walled Garden for a rousing chorus of
‘Land of Hope and Glory’. As usual, Rushden Town Band
will be onstage to accompany us with music associated
with the London Prom Night.

Celebrate

Sunday 5 September
The Walled Garden, Hall Park, NN10 9ES

More information coming soon!
Follow us on Facebook: @BarkintheParkRushden

Rushden & Soap Box Derby

Plans are underway to organise the Celebrate Rushden week from
Saturday 25 September closing with the Soap Box Derby on Sunday
3 October. We will be in touch with organisations soon for a first
meeting but anyone who has not taken part before, we would like to
hear from you. Please telephone 01933 316216 or email:
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
It has been a long time coming but fingers crossed that our events
go ahead as planned. Please get in touch if you wish to know more,
otherwise keep an eye on our Facebook page, or Website News for
future updates.

Please submit the following along with your photos :
• The name of your garden
• A short sentence on your photos, not necessarily all
just ones of interest (Maximum of 10).
• Include names of plants and shrubs if you know them

Rushden’s Virtual
Gardens Tour

Following on from the Spring edition, we hope by now you have been
snapping your gardens as they unfurl from Spring into Summer, but if
you haven’t started yet there is still time to submit your photo entries.
The deadline for entries is 30 June but we will be accepting them from
1 June onwards. There is no limit on number of photos (within reason
please) but some may be discounted depending on number of entries.

Useful Contacts

Rushden
Town
Council’s

responsibilities
and services:

Useful Telephone Numbers
Rushden Town Council
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk

01933 316 216

Staff are working from Rushden Hall and are contactable via phone
and email. Due to Covid-19 the council offices are currently closed
to the public until further notice.
North Northamptonshire Council
customerservices.ENC@northnorthants.gov.uk

0300 126 3000

Rushden Household Waste Recycling Centre

Planning - consultation and representation
Litter and dog bins under own ownership
Licensed wedding venue
Cemetery and burials
Community events and Christmas lights

Covid-19 Support Helpline

Football and Rugby pitches

Highways
Council Tax

CCTV - High street, Hall Park & Jubilee Park

Bins / Waste Management

Bus shelters under our ownership

Housing
Rushden Library

Street lighting under our ownership

Fix My Street (Highways / Footpaths)
Bus Passes and Blue Badges
0345 600 5050

Housing Advice

Floral displays
Public conveniences

Northamptonshire Police
NHS

Management and maintenance of public
parks and open spaces

101 or 03000 111 222
111

Rushden Town Council Office Opening Hours:
    

North Northamptonshire Council

Covering the local areas of Corby, East Northamptonshire,
Kettering and Wellingborough

northnorthants.gov.uk

           
          

   

