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Wishing You a Mystical and Magical Christmas!
From the Eternal snow forests this giant snow lion will venture into Rushden High
Street on Saturday 24 November roaming around and captivating audiences of all ages
with his magnificent mane, snowy fur and accompanied by the Red Queen. Witness the
mystery and majesty of the largest lion to walk the earth and step into a world of wonder.
Do not miss this wonderful creature, the children will want to touch him and say hello.
Come and see Father Christmas and his live reindeer arrive at the grotto and join
in with all the usual fun of the fair, music and merriment.

Timetable
11.45
12.15
12.45
1.00
1.15
1.45
2.00

DJ Nathan
Melodies Dance Academy
DJ Nathan
Arrival of Father Christmas
Snow Lion
DJ Nathan
Zumba

2.30
3.00
3.15
3.45
4.15
4.30

Snow Lion
DJ Nathan
Salvation Army Band
Snow Lion
Father Christmas returns
To Lapland
LIGHTS SWITCH-ON

Times approximate and may be subject to change

Happy Christmas from all at Rushden Town Council

@RushdenCouncil

Update on Council Projects
Cllr. Sarah Peacock
We have seen an exceptionally busy
summer this year. As well as regular
Rushden Town Council events we have
managed to squeeze in an International
Women’s Cycle Tour and a fitting tribute
to our Rushden Victoria Cross recipient
(organised jointly with the Royal British
Legion)! It is testament to our hardworking
Councillors and Staff that as a Town
Council, we do continue to deliver free,
well run events for the whole town.
As we move into autumn we are now
looking at setting our budgets for
2019/2020. This will prove quite a difficult
task as all Town and Parish Councils are
moving into unknown territory with the
demise of the County Council and the
proposed formation of two Unitary
Councils. Rushden Town Council will
continue to deliver all our existing services,
but we do need to be prepared for any
changes that may happen as a result of the
formation of the Unitary Councils.
Therefore, we will be preparing a prudent
budget to accommodate any challenges we
may have to face.
We are actively progressing a number
of larger projects as well as managing and
maintaining our large portfolio of parks and
open spaces. We continue to maintain our
parks to a high standard and have once
again retained our Green Flag status at Hall
Park. We have also replaced a number of
pieces of play equipment in various
locations within the town this year and will
continue with our ongoing maintenance
programme throughout 2019.
Through our Policy and Resources
Committee we have financially supported
a number of local organisations with
Community Grants, and we have awarded
seven Shop Front Improvement Grants
within this financial year.
In 2019 we hope to continue ‘looking
to the future’ whilst providing current
services to a high standard.
-----------------

We were very sorry that the Scouts had
to make the difficult decision to cancel the
fireworks this year, due to advice from their
Firework Display providers. This is the
first time in 50 years this has happened and
it is very disappointing for the Scouts who
put a huge amount of time and effort into
organising this event.
We wish them well for 2019!

A Fitting Tribute
to local man

Celebrate Rushden
2019

Yes it is that time again!
The Town Council has agreed that
‘Celebrate Rushden’ will be organised in
2019.
Following the move last year to an
earlier date to coincide with the Ladies
Cycle Tour, the feedback was that the
earlier dates worked well. (Note that there
is no Cycle Tour in Northamptonshire in
2019) Thus the dates for ‘CELEBRATE
RUSHDEN 2019’ will be Saturday June
8th to Sunday June 16th.
We hope to start on Saturday 8th with
singing from the Combined School Choirs,
a popular event this year organised by
Rushden Rotary and finish on Sunday
16th with the Soap Box Derby. Moving to
a weekend means that the Soap Box Derby
will have more time, can be a larger event
and also incorporate the Hobby Horse
Races. We ran out of time for the Hobby
Horses this year! We shall of course have
some musical evenings during the week.
Ÿ Is your organisation or business able
to organise an event?
Ÿ Do you have any ideas for new events?
So it is time to put the thinking caps
on again!
The Town Council has allocated some
financial support for ‘Celebrate Rushden
2019’ as in previous years.
A meeting will be held on Thursday
29 November at Rushden Hall at 7.30 pm
but in the meantime please let us have
details of your event, ideas, comments or
Private Derby with the Mayor and his two handlers suggestions and contact either Cllrs
Richard Lewis or Janet Pinnock on :
r_lewis6@sky.com
After the short service and unveiling
jpinnock57@hotmail.co.uk
of a commemorative plaque by his two
grandsons, the parade proceeded from the
War Memorial to Rushden Hall Park’s
Walled Garden where people were
encouraged to go to see Private Derby .
There were also performances on the stage
from the Brentwood Imperial Youth Band,
The Northampton Male Voice Choir and
Performing Arts students of Rushden
Academy.
Lt Col Vann was the only Church of
England cleric to win the Victoria Cross as
a combatant. It was awarded to him
posthumously following his brave act at
Bellenglise when he was killed by enemy
gunfire near Ramicourt when leading his
battalion in attack, just weeks before the
Armistice. He is still, today, one of the most
highly decorated officers of the British
Army. Rushden Museum were privileged
to display his medals and personal items
on the day which were loaned by his family
for the occasion..
The British Legion has led a number
of acts of remembrance for conflicts from
WWI to those of WWII. On Saturday 29
September the people from Rushden
gathered at the War Memorial to
commemorate 100 years to the day since
Lieutenant Colonel The Reverend Bernard
William Vann VC was posthumously
awarded the Victoria Cross.
The Regimental Mascot of The
Mercian Regiment (antecedent of the
Sherwood Foresters that Bernard Vann
joined), was a Swaledale Ram called
Private Derby 32nd who joined the parade
from start to finish with his two handlers.
The world renowned Brentwood Imperial
Youth Band lead a commemorative parade
from Robinson Road, Rushden, to
Rushden’s War Memorial.

NEWS FROM THE MAYOR
Cllr David Coleman
Much has happened since the last edition of
Rushden ‘matters’ landed on doormats with it
continuing to be a busy time for us.
This is of course, a solemn and moving time
as we commemorate the Centenary of the ending
of the Great War and it has been a privilege to
support our local branch of the Royal British
Legion in their sterling efforts. I was particularly
pleased to have been involved on Armed Forces
Day and another highlight was certainly the
Bernard Vann VC tribute day with the final act of our memorial activities being the
Remembrance Sunday parade, service and beacon lighting. It has been a year of
anniversaries, and other events attended included the RAF Wyton “First Mission”
commemoration (the first military action of WWII) at Huntingdon and the USAF 71st
Wing Birthday Celebrations.
It has also been a busy time with my Mayor’s events and I must thank all who have
contributed and ensured their success. Many will have attended “Proms in the Park” in
the Walled Garden where we were superbly entertained by our excellent Town Band
(it’s always a pleasure to hear them play) followed by “Bark in the Park”, both most
enjoyable occasions. Other key events as part of the Mayoral calendar have included
the Civic Opening of Rushden Feast and my Civic Service at St Mary’s Church. It was
particularly gratifying to be joined on these occasions by good numbers of civic guests
and dignitaries. Some travelling from as far afield as Wisbech and Brackley.
Moving forward, the Christmas Lights Switch-On will be on 24th November where
I look forward to meeting Father Christmas as well as many of you. Here, may I
personally thank the tireless efforts of our small team of volunteers who give freely of
their time to make these events happen. Without the level of support we receive in the
background, I’m not sure how we could continue to deliver such occasions for the people
of Rushden. Another date to put in your diary is “A Celebration of Christmas” featuring
South End Junior School and the It’s My Life students being held at the Heritage Hall
and Chapel on Friday 14th December at 7 pm. It promises to be an enjoyable evening
so please feel free to come along, we’d love to see some new faces there.
I see a key part of my role as being an ambassador for Rushden promoting its good
name across the region and in this role, Melanie and I have been pleased to represent
the town at numerous events across a wide area. However, more importantly, I have the
prospect of meeting and supporting as many organisations and individuals as possible
within the local area. I have had the pleasure of attending the local branch of the Save
the Children’s Fund 50th Anniversary celebrations and was privileged to meet HRH
Princess Anne. Other highlights for me have included presenting the Mayor’s Award
at Rushden Academy and the 2018 Summer Reading Challenge Award at Rushden
Primary Academy.
Please get in touch if I can help in any way through the Mayor’s Secretary on
mayor@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01933 316216.
Finally, may I be the first to wish you all Christmas Blessings and a healthy and
Happy 2019.
Best wishes
David

Update from JAG meeting 23.10.18
Ÿ Drug Use and Dealing - A lot of drug warrants had been issued and good results
were being seen. One known address had closed down its activities. Large and
small quantities of class A and class B drugs had been seized.
Ÿ Anti Social Behaviour at War Memorial - This did not seem as bad. CCTV
would be installed shortly.
Priorities for next 3 months :
Drug issues in both Higham Ferrers and Rushden and Anti Social Behaviour at
Rushden War Memorial.
The following issues were raised :
Off road bikes in Rose Avenue.
Incidents in Rushden High Street at night.
Incidents of people taken to cashpoints under duress.
Cars travelling the wrong way in Coffee Tavern Lane.
Any issues you would like raising, please contact the Town Clerk.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 January 2019 at Rushden Hall. 10.30 am

Town Manager’s Report
Julie Thorneycroft
The Higham Ferrers and Rushden
Heritage Family Fun Day took place on
Sunday 16th September at Rushden
Lakes, the fun filled day organised by
Rushden and Higham Ferrers Town
Council was held as part of the annual 10
day Nene Valley Festival and also as a part
of the National Heritage open weekends.
The event was supported by Rushden Lakes
and brought together a family day out
together with an opportunity for new
visitors to learn all about the heritage and
history of the local towns. A “Shop Local
in Rushden and Higham Ferrers High
Streets” booklet containing over 48
redeemable discount vouchers was
produced in September. Over 1500
booklets were given out to visitors at the
Heritage Family Fun Day, a further 500
booklets were also distributed amongst the
shops on both High Streets. Other
giveaways handed out on the day included
approximately 500 promotional shopping
bags containing interesting local literature
aimed to encourage new visitors to come
and explore the nearby towns.

The Splash and Dash event took
place at Rushden Lakes on Sunday 30th
September and saw local teams of 6 racing
in KataKanu’s across the lake. The event
was organised by Rushden based
Spurgeons Children’s Charity, in
partnership with Rushden Lakes and
Canoe2. Some local businesses supported
the charity event and took up an
opportunity to have a business stall for the
day. Congratulations to Anytime Fitness
in Rushden who were the winners of the
event.
Please remember the community
notice board near the visitors centre at
Rushden Lakes is available for local
community groups to promote local events
and activities; the board is updated on a
weekly basis if you have an event you
would like advertising, please forward a
copy of your event poster to
info@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk
Rushden Town Council have a face
book page @rushdencouncil. Please like
and share the page and we will keep you
updated on local events.
I can be contacted on 07398 986951 or
emailed at
julie@rushdentowncouncil.gov.uk if you
would like any further information.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Art Work in Spencer Park

Rushden Reading Challenge

Adrian Turner of Selo Metric Art has been enhancing buildings in both Rushden
and Higham Ferrers with his distinctive artwork. We therefore decided to ask him to
create some unique artwork for the old bowls pavilion in Spencer Park, as it had been
covered in graffiti and rather than just paint over this, we thought it would be a good
opportunity to make use of his artistic skills. We are delighted with the results and
would like to thank Adrian for creating such a lovely image. We hope to undertake
similar projects within the town in the near future.

The Annual Award Competition
promoted by Northamptonshire County
Council and Rushden Library was this year
HARRY GRAHAM MBE (1925-2018) won by Rushden Primary Academy. The
Mayor Cllr. David Coleman attended the
Rushden will mourn the sad passing of Harry school
to
present
the
award.
Graham MBE who died on Friday 19 October 2018.
Congratulations to all who took part.
Harry was born in Seaham Harbour, County Durham.
He settled in Rushden in 1943 and fully immersed himself
Madge Celebrates 100 years
in all aspects of community life.
His family had moved to Rushden in 1941 when his
father was sent down during the war to help with the
building of Chelveston Aerodrome. Harry worked in
London at this time as an under 18 Home Guard
Commando attached to the Guards. He was drafted into
the Royal Navy in 1944 until 1947. He met and married
Megan in 1952.
Harry joined many groups and organisations and worked tirelessly where he felt he
could improve the lives of others. He served briefly on East Northants Council and on
Rushden resident Mrs Kathleen
Northamptonshire County Council where he campaigned to establish good road and bus
links throughout Northamptonshire. He was Secretary to the UK Older Peoples Advisory (Madge) Clark recently celebrated her 100th
Group right up to 2008 and founded the National Bus Pass for older people. He was birthday and was visited by the Deputy
Mayor Cllr. Cesare Marinaro to wish her
awarded the MBE in 2004 for his services.
Harry never ceased to serve others through various groups and organisations, Happy Birthday. Madge is still very
independent. She is a member of the
particularly Toc H, The Royal British Legion and Rushden Pensioners’ Forum.
Mission Church and still attends the
Harry is survived by his wife of 66 years, Megan. He will be greatly missed.
luncheon club there. She celebrated her
birthday with family and friends.
We wish her many more happy years.

Volunteers needed to visit people in custody
Northamptonshire Police and Crime Commissioner Stephen Mold is looking for
volunteers to join the County’s custody visiting scheme as Independent Custody Visitors
(ICVs).
ICVs visit people detained in custody at either Weekley Woods Justice Centre in
Kettering or the Criminal Justice Centre in Brackmills, Northampton, to check on their
welfare and make sure they receive their rights.
ICVs carry out one visit a month and always in pairs. A full training programme
is provided and volunteers are fully supported by professional staff as they carry out
their role.
To join the scheme you must live or work in Northamptonshire and be aged 18 or
above. You must be able to be impartial, objective and non-judgemental, as well as
being able to communicate effectively with a wide variety of people. You can find out
more at
https://www.northantspcc.org.uk/get-involved/independent-custody-visiting/

